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Sincerely, 

GOVERNOR HOCHUL:  
FULLY FUND MEDICAID

To learn more:

EXCERPTS FROM LETTER FROM FAITH LEADERS TO GOVERNOR HOCHUL

As you know, New York State reimburses hospitals 30 percent less of the cost of full care covered by Medicaid. 

This chronic underfunding of Medicaid has created a health crisis that is pushing New York hospitals to the fiscal 
breaking point. Hospitals can’t hire the staff they need, and many hospitals have already cut critical mental health services 
and closed maternity wards.

Underpayments have also created unacceptable health disparities among our most vulnerable New Yorkers, particularly in 
Black and Latino communities where Medicaid underpayments have led to worse health outcomes such as diabetes, heart 
disease and cancer, shorter life expectancies, and a rise in infant deaths.

For example, while Medicaid covers 50% of births in New York, women covered by Medicaid accounted for 61% of pregnancy-
associated deaths in 2018,¹ with Black women experiencing significantly higher mortality rates than other races. Infant 
mortality rates are also higher, with an infant mortality rate in black, non-Hispanic births of 8.8/1,000 live births and 4.3/1,000 
live births for Hispanics compared to 3.4/1,000 live births for white, non-Hispanic births.² And while the infant mortality rate 
has declined by 18% over the past decade in New York State and New York City, it has remained essentially unchanged in 
the Bronx.

Additionally, residents of the Bronx also experience higher rates of emergency department visits for asthma (both adults and 
kids) and higher rates of hospitalizations for diabetes. These are just a few examples of the ongoing health disparities.

As faith leaders, we are in the community. We are witnesses to the devastation this health care crisis is causing. You can end 
the suffering by stopping these Medicaid underpayments. 

The root cause of this health care crisis is the chronic underfunding of Medicaid that is deeply affecting every New Yorker. 
That’s why (name of faith leader or organization) supports fully funding Medicaid. It would begin to address these significant 
health care disparities that have long been ignored. New York would also have a more equitable and better health care 
system for all, not just Blacks, Latinos, and poorer communities, but everyone no matter their income or zip code.

You can change things once and for all for every community in New York State. Everyone would benefit.

More than a 100 faith leaders have joined the New York Alliance for Healthcare Justice in the belief that underfunding Medicaid 
is at the heart of what is fundamentally wrong and destructive in health care. Fully funding Medicaid should be a priority. You 
can fix this, and we need you to fix this now for the sake of all New Yorkers.

NEW YORK’S MEDICAID PROGRAM REIMBURSES 
HOSPITALS 30% LESS THAN THE FULL COST OF 
CARE THEY PROVIDE FOR MEDICAID PATIENTS.

“As faith leaders, we are in the community. 
We are witnesses to the devastation 
this health care crisis is causing.…

…We join the New York Alliance for Healthcare 
Justice in the belief that underfunding Medicaid 

is at the heart of what is fundamentally 
wrong and destructive in health care.

…Governor Hochul, fully funding Medicaid should 
be a priority. You can fix this, and we need you 
to fix this now for the sake of all New Yorkers.”
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