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                            LAWS OF NEW YORK, 2020 
  
                                  CHAPTER 37 
  
   AN  ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to hospital domestic 
     violence policies and procedures; and to amend a chapter of  the  laws 
     of  2019  amending the public health law relating to hospital domestic 
     violence policies and procedures  as  proposed  in  legislative  bills 
     numbers  S.  3962-A  and  A.  2850-A, in relation to the effectiveness 
     thereof 
  
        Became a law April 17, 2020, with the approval of the Governor. 
            Passed by a majority vote, three-fifths being present. 
  
     The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem- 
   bly, do enact as follows: 
  
     Section  1.  Section  2805-z  of  the public health law, as added by a 
   chapter of the laws of 2019 amending the public health law  relating  to 
   hospital domestic violence policies and procedures as proposed in legis- 
   lative  bills  numbers  S.  3962-A  and A. 2850-A, is amended to read as 
   follows: 
     § 2805-z. Hospital domestic violence policies and procedures. 1. Every 
   general hospital shall: (a) develop, maintain  and  disseminate  written 
   policies  and  procedures  for the identification, assessment, treatment 
   and referral of confirmed or suspected cases of domestic  violence;  (b) 
   establish, and implement on an ongoing basis, a training program for all 
   [current  and  new  employees]  nursing,  medical, social work and other 
   clinical personnel, and security personnel working in  hospital  service 
   units regarding the policies and procedures established pursuant to this 
   section;  and  (c)  designate  a staff member to [coordinate services to 
   victims of domestic violence; and (d)] contact the domestic violence  or 
   victim  assistance  organization  identified  by  the commissioner under 
   subdivision three of this section providing  victim  assistance  to  the 
   geographic area served by such hospital to establish the coordination of 
   services to domestic violence victims. 
     2.  Upon  admittance  or  commencement  of treatment of a confirmed or 
   suspected domestic violence  victim,  such  hospital  shall  advise  the 
   victim  of  the  availability  of the services of a domestic violence or 
   victim assistance organization.  If  after  receiving  such  advice  the 
   domestic  violence  victim wishes the presence of a domestic violence or 
   victim assistance advocate, such hospital shall contact the  appropriate 
   organization and request that one be provided. 
     3. The commissioner shall promulgate such rules and regulations as may 
   be  necessary and proper to carry out effectively the provisions of this 
   section.  Prior to promulgating such rules and regulations, the  commis- 
   sioner  shall  consult  with  the  office for the prevention of domestic 
   violence and other such persons as the commissioner deems  necessary  to 
   develop  a  model policy for hospitals to utilize in complying with this 
   section and to identify  the  domestic  violence  or  victim  assistance 
   organizations  operating  in  each hospital's geographic area, a list of 
   which the commissioner shall provide to hospitals with the model policy. 
  
   EXPLANATION--Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [ ] is old law 
                                to be omitted. 
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   CHAP. 37                           2 
  
     § 2. Section 2 of a chapter of the laws of 2019, amending  the  public 
   health  law  relating  to hospital domestic violence policies and proce- 
   dures as proposed in legislative bills numbers S. 3962-A and A.  2850-A, 
   is amended to read as follows: 
     § 2. This act shall take effect [on the first of January next succeed- 
   ing the date on which] one year after it shall have become a law. Effec- 
   tive  immediately, the addition, amendment and/or repeal of any rules or 
   regulations necessary for the implementation of the foregoing section of 
   this act on its effective date are authorized to be made  and  completed 
   on or before such effective date. 
     §  3.  This  act shall take effect immediately; provided, however that 
   section one of this act shall take effect on the same date  and  in  the 
   same manner as a chapter of the laws of 2019, amending the public health 
   law  relating  to  hospital domestic violence policies and procedures as 
   proposed in legislative bills numbers S. 3962-A  and  A.  2850-A,  takes 
   effect. 
  
   The Legislature of the STATE OF NEW YORK ss: 
     Pursuant  to  the authority vested in us by section 70-b of the Public 
   Officers Law, we hereby jointly certify that  this  slip  copy  of  this 
   session law was printed under our direction and, in accordance with such 
   section, is entitled to be read into evidence. 
  
      ANDREA STEWART-COUSINS                             CARL E. HEASTIE 
   Temporary President of the Senate                Speaker of the Assembly


