
Governor 3.6.2020 Press Conference 
  
Protocols State is following: Emergency Management, NYS Task Force 
 
Testing: 1st priority for testing: person in close contact (6 ft of known positive), 2nd, travel to affected 
countries, 3rd, developed symptoms while in quarantine 
 
Quarantine: Mandatory – anyone who tests positive, anyone in direct contact with person, anyone 
returning from country CDC level 2 or 3, person experiencing systems, anyone the local health 
department believes to be sick 
 
Precautionary quarantine: Returned from country, proximate contact with pos person, any person who 
local health dept thinks should be 
 
Containment tracking: mapping all these cases, analyzing, investigating and communicating 
 
Precautionary: 4,000 statewide, predominately in NYC, Westchester. Mandatory: 44 statewide 
1 new case in NYC – connected to the Westchester case. 3 members of Young Israel. 2 friends. 2 people 
in Rockland who worked at Bat Mitzvah. 3 people connected to visit at Lawrence Hospital. 
 
Number will continue to go up as we continue testing more people. 
 
Continued to emphasize more people dying from flu.  
 
We have 33 cases. 5 are hospitalized. Of the hospitalized, they are improving. 
  
How many tests has the state performed? 
 
Zucker: we will get exact number 
  
Exposure in New Rochelle continues, one was a doctor? Can you talk about exposure in that case? Did 
doctor treat other patients? 
 
Zucker: This is community spread. This is why we track these people. 
  
We know lawyer traveled on MNR – how do you track what train he was on? 
 
Cuomo: we are learning more about this. There in a different situation today than were a few days ago. 
You test and track every lead you get. We’re looking for positive results because that means we have ID 
a person who can protect others. Lesson from New Rochelle, you can have one large gathering and you 
can infect a number of people. 
  
Zucker: don’t want to give specifics on patients/individuals. 
  
Cuomo: there are monitoring requirements if you are under mandatory quarantine. Daily random in 
person check. Only 44 mandatory quarantine. Not a large burden on health workforce. We believe we 
are reducing the spread of the illness. 
  



Garvey: We’ve identified a number of resources for students (Brockport, Buff State). Checking with 
students if they have ability to quarantine at home. 
  
Cuomo: visited locales that have highest number of cases. We have not done mobilization of the public 
health system before. Everybody feeling their way a little bit. Tension to communicate with public to 
keep calm. But you also have privacy and HIPAA laws.  
  
Speak to Fort Lee health care worker who works in NYC 
Zucker: if they work in NY, we will track that case back 
  
How did the state get to 9 mandatory in NYC? Also, DeBlasio said 80 year old woman might not be in 
good condition? 
 
DeRosa: Fort Lee is quarantined in NY because they have home in NYC. New person ID’d today also 
quarantined. 
 
Cuomo: Senior citizens are most vulnerable population. If the people we are worried about are seniors 
who have virus or flu, that is something is we are worried about. 
Zucker: when you’re elderly, you’re immune system is not robust. 
  
Allocating Fed funds and how much of 40 million state funds spent? 
 
Cuomo: that nys would only get 35 million is shocking to me. We are managing our state. Fed govt not 
on the ground here. Doing it with local health departments. Its disconnected from reality. Just another 
slight to the people of this state. We don’t know what cost will be. But everything here is expensive. 
Every test needs to be reimbursed for. 
  
Cuomo: think the 3.4% mortality rate is high for this country, especially for this state. You don’t know 
what the denominator is on this state. You know how many tests the state has done. Localities testing. 
You don’t even know where this virus started. A global number means talking about countries that don’t 
have a health care system nearly as sophisticated as ours, population not as healthy as ours. 
  
Advice to parents/testing?  
Zucker: we mentioned before that masks should be for healthcare workers or those who are ill. 
Continue to provide the good public health practices: wash hands, stay home if sick. 
 
Cuomo: don’t understand fed response. CDC says go to health provider get tested, VP said we don’t 
have sufficient testing capacity. If so, how are you inviting anyone who thinks they need a test to get a 
test. How are you bringing more into the pipeline. You know your capacity – prioritize need for the test 
to your capacity. Telling people to get tested, is not only bad government, but will increase fear. Either 
they won’t have enough tests, or you won’t get the results for a long time. 
  
Enough tests in NY? 
Cuomo: said from day 1, increasing capacity. Working to get to 1K. CDC was authorizing all tests in the 
first place. We asked for capacity to use private labs in addition to public labs. CDC was slow to approve. 
We are now contracting with private labs to increase capacity. You have to calibrate your priorities to 
your capacity. We have our priorities. At about 500 a day. 
  



Will you declare an emergency? 
Cuomo: inherent in operating through emergency system is declaration of emergency. No separate 
declaration. 
  
Cuomo: we had a meeting yesterday with county execs and health officials. Northwell has tremendous 
lab capacity. Northwell will be one of those labs we work with. Stony Brook as well. 
  
Cuomo: hearing theft of medical equipment, masks from hospitals. Asked state police to investigate. 
Look at marketplaces selling equipment, exploiting people. 
 


