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Dear Chief Executive Officer: 
 
 The purpose of this letter is to notify you that the New York State Department of Health 
has recently signed a collaborative agreement with the Healthcare Facilities Accreditation 
Program (HFAP) of the American Osteopathic Association (AOA) for the surveillance of 
hospitals.  The collaborative agreement runs through January 31, 2013. 
 

Similar to the collaborative agreement the Department has with The Joint Commission, 
DOH will waive routine onsite surveys of a facility if that facility requests that its accreditation 
by the HFAP be utilized in lieu of surveys by the New York State Department of Health.  If a 
hospital accredited by HFAP chooses not to participate with the collaborative agreement, they 
will be subject to routine onsite surveys performed by DOH staff.  While hospital participation 
with the collaborative agreement is voluntary, it is strongly recommended as a way to reduce the 
duplication of hospital survey activity. 
 
 Should you have any questions regarding the information provided, please contact 
Barbara DelCogliano at (518) 402-1003. 
 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
       
 
 
 
      Mary Ellen Hennessy 
      Director 
      Division of Certification & Surveillance 
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