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TO:  Chief Executive Officers 
 
FROM: Kenneth E. Raske, President 
 
RE: New York State to Facilitate Medicaid Coverage For Hurricane Katrina Victims 
 
The New York State Department of Health (DOH) has issued the attached “Dear Provider” letter 
explaining its policies regarding current Medicaid evacuees from the Gulf Coast states who need 
health care services, as well as its process to offer four months of New York State Medicaid 
coverage with relaxed documentation requirements to evacuees not currently enrolled in their 
home state Medicaid programs.   
 
We have discussed these issues with DOH since last week and sent email bulletins to your 
finance, Medicaid eligibility, and related staffs about our expectation that New York would 
extend temporary Medicaid coverage to evacuees who did not have Medicaid but needed it.  The 
attached letter is New York’s official announcement. 
 
To the extent that a Hurricane Katrina evacuee has Medicaid coverage in his or her home state, 
providers are directed to enroll in and bill those home state Medicaid programs.  The DOH letter 
provides contact information for the Medicaid programs in: 
 
Alabama (http://www.medicaid.state.al.us/ or 1-334-215-0111, option 3);  
Louisiana (http://www.dhh.state.la.us/offices/?ID=92 or 1-800-473-2783, option 0); and 
Mississippi (http://www.medicaid.state.ms.us/ or 1-866-597-2675, ext. 0) 
 
If an evacuee lacks Medicaid coverage from his or her home state, New York will extend four 
months of initial coverage under relaxed documentation requirements.  These are described in 
the attached letter and will be reviewed further at GNYHA’s Medicaid Eligibility Subcommittee 
meeting next week by representatives of the New York City Human Resources Administration 
(HRA) and others.  GNYHA is working with HRA and DOH to ensure that providers can submit 
evacuee Medicaid applications though their normal channels. 
 
In general, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) issued emergency guidelines 
concerning reimbursement for government healthcare and other services provided to evacuees 
from Gulf Coast states residents who relocate to other states as a result of Hurricane Katrina.  
The CMS Web site at www.cms.hhs.gov provides a link to a variety of fact sheets and Q&A 
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documents with Hurricane Katrina information for persons with Medicare or Medicaid or 
providers.  Among other things, President Bush announced that special evacuee status will be 
granted to government program patients who fled states because of the hurricane. This 
designation will allow those persons to apply for the full range of federal benefits administered 
by the states without having to produce the normal forms of documentation to verify eligibility.  
These programs include: Medicaid; State Child Health Insurance Program (SCHIP); temporary 
assistance for needy families (cash grants); child care; mental health services and substance 
abuse treatment; food stamps; housing; foster care; women, infants and children (WIC) nutrition; 
school lunch; unemployment compensation; and job training. 
 
CMS is working with several states to develop a new Medicaid and SCHIP application template, 
through which states may be granted emergency section 1115 demonstrations waivers to provide 
temporary eligibility for all eligibility groups. These states will be able to retroactively enroll 
applicants back to August 24, 2005.  The administration is working with Congress to provide 
financial support to states that provided evacuees with Medicaid or SCHIP. CMS is allowing 
these affected states to count the full expected cost of these services in their federal 
reimbursement. 
 
For more information concerning this topic, please contact Stewart Presser at (212) 506-5444 or 
presser@gnyha.org. 
 
Attachment 
cc:  (all via e-mail)   Chief Financial Officers 
   Accounts Receivable Subcommittee 
   Medicaid Subcommittee 
   Patient Access Committee 
   ED Directors 
   Directors of Discharge Planning 
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