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JUNE 26, 20 0 0

On June 20, 2 0 0 0 , Pre s i dent Cl i n ton

propo s ed a five - ye a r, $21 bi ll i on leg-

i s l a tive pack a ge of rel i ef for health

c a re provi ders from some of the Med i c a re

and Medicaid cuts con t a i n ed in the Ba l a n ced

Bu d get Act of 1997 (BBA ) .“Wh en we passed

the Ba l a n ced Bu d get Act of ’ 9 7 ,” the Pre s i-

dent decl a red ,“ we did not provi de adequ a te

funding for the medical provi ders of t h e

co u n try.” His pack a ge inclu des $9.2 bi ll i on in

s pec i f i c ,s h ort - term rel i ef m e a su res for hos-

p i t a l s ,i n cluding te aching and disproporti on-

a te share hospitals (DSH), s k i ll ed nu rs i n g

f ac i l i ties (SNFs), h ome health care provi ders ,

and Med i c a re + Ch oi ce plans. The rem a i n i n g

$11.8 bi ll i on in the Pre s i den t’s plan, i n clu d-

G NYHA and Aetna U. S . He a l t h c a re

h ave agreed to em b a rk upon a co l-

l a bora tive process to re s o lve

GNYHA mem bers’ myri ad issues wi t h

re s pect to the paym ent and processing of

claims by Aetn a . The process was devel oped

as the re sult of a recent meeting bet ween

GNYHA Pre s i dent Ken n eth E. Ra s ke and

Aetn a’s Ch a i rman and Ch i ef Exec utive Offi-

cer, Wi lliam Don a l d s on . GNYHA is hopef u l

that this com m i tm ent at the highest levels of

Aetna wi ll provi de meaningful rel i ef to

GNYHA mem bers . GNYHA and many of i t s

hospital mem bers were poi s ed to bring cl a s s

acti on liti ga ti on against Aetna to ch a ll en ge

Aetn a’s claims paym ent and processing prac-

ti ce s . Cu mu l a tively, Aetn a’s practi ces have

re su l ted in significant inappropri a te den i a l s

and del ays in paym ents to GNYHA mem-

bers and have caused GNYHA mem bers to

incur unnece s s a ry ad m i n i s tra tive costs in

order to gain paym ent for med i c a lly nece s-

s a ry servi ces ren dered . The ten t a tive agree-

m ent anti c i p a tes that GNYHA wi ll ref ra i n

f rom liti ga ti on while GNYHA and Aetn a

work in good faith to ad d ress past and pre-

s ent paym ent disputes and devel op proce-

Last wee k , GNYHA con ti nu ed its ef fort

to convi n ce mem bers of Con gress to

en act legi s l a ti on that wi ll provi de rel i ef

for the health care com mu n i ty from the

Med i c a re cuts con t a i n ed in the Ba l a n ced Bu d-

get Act of 1997 (BBA ) . On June 22, 2 0 0 0 ,

GNYHA parti c i p a ted in an edu c a ti onal foru m

h o s ted by U. S . Sen a tors Daniel Pa tri ck Moy n i-

han (D-NY) , Arl en Specter (R- PA ) ,E dw a rd

M . Ken n edy (D-MA), and Bi ll Frist (R- T N ) ,

and atten ded by key Cl i n ton Ad m i n i s tra ti on

of f i c i a l s , that was de s i gn ed to build Sen a te

su pport for te aching hospital rel i ef . Sen a tor

GNYHA and Aetna Agree to Co ll a bora tive
Process to Ad d ress Paym ent Is su e s

GNYHA Con ti nu e s
B BA Rel i ef E f fort s

ing any perm a n ent rel i ef , would be nego ti a t-

ed with Con gress over the next few mon t h s .

In ad d i ti on , the Pre s i dent en dors ed Vi ce Pre s-

i dent Al Gore’s proposal to pro tect Med i c a re

su rp luses by placing them in a so-call ed lock -

box . Un der this propo s a l , Med i c a re su rp lu s e s

could on ly be used for Med i c a re ex penses or,

i f u nu s ed , would autom a ti c a lly help pay

down the Federal debt . Cu rren t ly, Med i c a re

su rp luses are used to help finance the gen era l

opera ti ons of the Federal govern m en t . Th a t

same day, the House of Repre s en t a tive s

p a s s ed a similar “l ock - box ” propo s a l .

S p e c i f i c s : The Pre s i den t’s plan would rel i eve

hospitals and con ti nuing care provi ders from

B BA cuts in 2001 by repealing Med i c a re mar-

ket basket update cuts for hospitals, nu rs i n g

h om e s , and home health care provi ders in

2 0 0 1 ; repealing the furt h er cut in the indirect

m edical edu c a ti on (IME) ad ju s tm ent for

te aching hospitals sch edu l ed for October 1,

2 0 0 1 ; repealing the 2001 3% cut in Med i c a re

DSH paym en t s ; del aying the impo s i ti on of

t h era py caps under the SNF pro s pective pay-

m ent plan by one ye a r; and del aying the 15%

c ut in home health care paym ent ra tes for

one more ye a r. These paym ent ch a n ges wi ll

also help Med i c a re + Ch oi ce plans bec a u s e

fee - for- s ervi ce paym ent increases for

provi ders tra n s l a te into high er Med i c a re man-

a ged care prem iu m s . As men ti on ed , the Pre s-

Pre s i dent Cl i n ton Proposes BBA Rel i ef
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St a te Sen a te Ma kes No Progress on HMO Reform

i dent has iden ti f i ed an ad d i ti onal pool of

funds for furt h er, u n s pec i f i ed BBA rel i ef .

G N Y H A’s esti m a te of the fiscal impact of t h e

Pre s i den t’s market basket , I M E , and DSH

proposals is shown in the table at ri gh t .

G N Y H A’s Reaction: GNYHA Pre s i dent Ken-

n eth E. Ra s ke pra i s ed the Pre s i dent and Vi ce

Pre s i dent for their Med i c a re propo s a l s .“ I

am ex trem ely gra teful to Pre s i dent Cl i n ton

for proposing an important first step to

s tren g t h en our nati on’s health care sys tem

and to improve the lon g - term financial out-

l ook of the Med i c a re progra m ,” M r. Ra s ke

s t a ted . Ci ting a June 17, 2 0 0 0 ,a rti cle in the

New Yo rk Ti m e sthat ch ron i cl ed the incre a s-

i n gly difficult dec i s i ons hospitals must make

due to financial stre s s ,i n cluding the el i m i-

n a ti on of thousands of po s i ti on s ,M r. Ra s ke

s a i d , “These propo s a l s ,a l ong with propo s a l s

to provi de outp a ti ent pre s c ri pti on drug cov-

era ge for sen i ors , wi ll go a long way tow a rd

en su ring that the health care sys tem Am eri-

cans rely upon wi ll be stren g t h en ed and

i m proved for sen i ors tod ay and tom orrow.”

Next Steps: Con gress now has to be con-

vi n ced to approve BBA rel i ef l egi s l a ti on that

contains the Pre s i den t’s proposals a n d pro-

vi des perm a n ent rel i ef for GNYHA mem ber

hospitals and con ti nuing care mem bers .

S pec i f i c a lly, GNYHA su pports using the

Pre s i den t’s $11.8 bi ll i on poo l , and other

funds that may be iden ti f i ed by Con gre s s

and the Pre s i dent du ring nego ti a ti on s , to

en act S.2395/H.R.4239 (spon s ored by Sen a-

tor Daniel Pa tri ck Moy n i h a n , Sen a tor

Ch a rles Schu m er, and Con gressman Ch a rl e s

Ra n gel ) , wh i ch would perm a n en t ly pro tect

te aching hospitals from furt h er cuts in the

IME ad ju s tm en t ; to en act H.R. 3 5 8 0 ,s pon-

s ored by Con gre s s woman Nita Lowey and

Con gressman Jack Quinn, wh i ch would pro-

vi de full market basket updates for hospitals

in 2001 and 2002; and proposals to improve

the SNF and home health pro s pective pay-

m ent sys tem s . Last wee k , the House Ways

and Means Com m i t tee approved legi s l a ti on

to provi de covera ge for outp a ti ent pre s c ri p-

ti on dru gs for sen i or citi zens that provi ded

l i m i ted rel i ef for Med i c a re + Ch oi ce plans,

but that con t a i n ed no furt h er BBA rel i ef for

health care provi ders . ■

du res to minimize the ad m i n i s tra tive bu r-

dens of processing and obtaining paym en t

of cl a i m s . The agreem ent is depen den t ,h ow-

ever, on the devel opm ent of a sys tem

de s i gn ed to speed paym ents to provi ders so

that they wi ll not be preju d i ced while Aetn a

works to ad d ress the probl ems that have been

i den ti f i ed . GNYHA has begun to meet wi t h

Aetna to discuss mem ber issu e s , both past

and pre s en t , and wi ll keep mem bers appri s ed

of devel opm en t s .G N Y H A’s planned liti ga-

ti on against Aetna is part of its larger initi a-

tive to end abu s ive practi ces by managed

c a re plans. This initi a tive inclu des pursu i n g

l egi s l a tive rem ed i e s , an advertising campaign

to hei gh ten public aw a reness of the abu s e s ,

and furt h er liti ga ti on against other plans

and payers . ■

i n su ra n ce indu s try ’s insisten ce that any HMO

reform legi s l a ti on must contain provi s i ons to

s i gn i f i c a n t ly we a ken the State’s prom pt pay-

m ent statute ,u n der wh i ch payers are requ i red

to pay health care provi ders within 45 days of

receiving a clean cl a i m . The Sen a te has passed

l egi s l a ti on to we a ken the prom pt pay statute ,

but has not passed legi s l a ti on to cre a te a health

i n su ra n ce guara n ty fund, wh i ch would pro-

tect con su m ers and provi ders in the case of

an HMO insolven c y; to cre a te an indepen-

dent dispute re s o luti on sys tem to help solve

p aym ent disputes wi t h o ut the need for co s t ly

l i ti ga ti on ; to requ i re peri odic interim pay-

m ents to provi ders from payers who con s i s-

ten t ly vi o l a te State laws and reg u l a ti on s ;a n d

o t h er important reform s . Ra t h er than accept

a we a ken ed prom pt pay law, GNYHA wi t h-

d rew its su pport for HMO reform legi s l a ti on

this ye a r, and inten s i f i ed its ef forts to de a l

with indivi dual payers . GNYHA also plans to

use every mechanism ava i l a bl e ,i n cluding liti-

ga ti on , to en su re that the current prom pt pay

l aw,wh i ch the HMO indu s try stron gly oppo s-

e s , is fully en forced , and that maximum pen a l-

ties under the law are impo s ed . ■

T he State Sen a te left Al b a ny last wee k

wi t h o ut acting on meaningful HMO

reform legi s l a ti on , de s p i te the fact

that the State As s em bly passed landmark

HMO reform legi s l a ti on by an overwh el m i n g

and bi p a rtisan vo te of 146 to 2 (A.11235),

and that HMO reform is favored by the vo t-

ers of New York State in po ll after po ll and

has been stron gly en dors ed by GNYHA,

1 1 9 9 / S E I U, the He a l t h c a re As s oc i a ti on of

New York State , and the Medical Soc i ety of

the State of New York . The Sen a te’s inacti on

was prec i p i t a ted largely by the HMO and

GNYHA and Aetna  co n ti nu ed from pa ge 1

President Clinton co n ti nu ed from pa ge 1 GNYHA Estimate of the Fiscal Impact of the Administration’s FY 2001 
BBA Relief Proposal ($ in millions)

Full Market
Basket Increase

for FY 2001

IME Adjustment
at 6.5% 

for FY 2001

DSH 
at 100% 

for FY 2001
Total

FY 2001 Fiscal Impact

New York City $ 3 4 $ 2 1 $ 1 6 $ 7 1

GNYHA Members $ 4 4 $ 2 5 $ 1 7 $ 8 6

New York State $ 6 8 $ 3 0 $ 2 0 $ 1 1 8

United States $ 7 9 5 $ 1 6 6 $ 1 4 4 $ 1 , 1 0 5

5-Year Fiscal Impact

New York City $ 1 7 7 $ 2 1 $ 1 6 $ 2 1 4

GNYHA Members $ 2 2 9 $ 2 5 $ 1 7 $ 2 7 1

New York State $ 3 5 6 $ 3 0 $ 2 0 $ 4 0 5

United States $ 4 , 1 5 5 $ 1 6 6 $ 1 4 4 $ 4 , 4 6 5

S o u rc e : H C FA’s FY 2000 Impact Fi l e.
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GNYHA Ven t u res Receives Planning Grants to
D evel op Medical In terpret a ti on Servi ce

GNYHA Ven tu re s , In c . , in co ll a bora-

ti on with the New York Task Force

on Im m i grant He a l t h , of N Y U

S ch ool of Med i c i n e , has been aw a rded three

planning grants to devel op a soph i s ti c a ted

i n terpret a ti on servi ce for the medical com-

mu n i ty and its diverse pati ent pop u l a ti on .

G en erous su pport for the devel opm ent of

this initi a tive has been gra n ted by the Un i ted

Hospital Fu n d , The New York Com mu n i ty

Tru s t , and the Al tman Fo u n d a ti on .

The propo s ed new ven tu re wi ll make co s t -

ef fective ,h i gh - qu a l i ty interpret a ti on servi ce s

ava i l a ble to health care profe s s i onals and

p a ti ents thro u gh one cen tra l i zed source .

Adva n ced com mu n i c a ti ons tech n o l ogy wi ll

en a ble the del ivery of a spec i a l i zed type of

i n terpret a ti on known as rem o te simu l t a n e-

ous medical interpret a ti on (RSMI). The ser-

vi ce wi ll be based on a pilot program devel-

oped by Gouvern eur Di a gn o s tic and

Tre a tm ent Cen ter (with assistance from the

Task Force ) , wh i ch has been su cce s s f u lly pro-

viding RSMI servi ces to pati ents and pro-

vi ders at Gouvern eur for abo ut 18 mon t h s .

The new ven tu re’s RSMI servi ce s , wh i ch

Sen a tors Daniel Pa tri ck Moynihan and

Ch a rles Schu m er joi n ed GNYHA in

wri ting a let ter to the U. S . Health Ca re

Financing Ad m i n i s tra ti on (HCFA) in

re s ponse to HCFA’s app a rent con s i dera ti on

of n ew reg u l a ti ons that would re sult in dra s-

tic redu cti ons to Federal Medicaid funding

for New York . As previ o u s ly reported ,H C FA

is con s i dering ch a n ging the way it calculate s

the Medicaid “u pper paym ent limit,” wh i ch

would thre a ten New York’s con ti nu ed recei pt

of hu n d reds of m i ll i ons of do ll a rs in Federa l

Medicaid funds. To ad d ress these con cern s ,

GNYHA has taken a nu m ber of s tep s ,i n clu d-

ing asking Sen a tors Moynihan and Schu m er

for their help in convincing HCFA to en su re

that any new reg u l a ti ons wi ll not redu ce Med-

icaid funding for New York . GNYHA gre a t ly

a pprec i a tes Sen a tor Moy n i h a n’s and Sen a tor

S chu m er ’s ef forts to help prevent these po ten-

ti a lly harmful ch a n ges from taking ef fect. ■

S en a tors Moy n i h a n
and Schu m er Oppo s e
H C FA Reg u l a ti on
That Would Redu ce
Medicaid Fu n d s

wi ll be made ava i l a ble in hospitals and va ri-

ous other health care set ti n gs , wi ll en a bl e

p a ti ents and provi ders who speak differen t

l a n g u a ges to com mu n i c a te face - to - f ace . Th e

p a ti ent and provi der wi ll be able to access the

s ervi ce direct ly from their indivi dual fac i l i ty

by we a ring wi reless head s et s , wh i ch wi ll con-

n ect them to high ly spec i a l i zed medical inter-

preters — profe s s i onals with both cl i n i c a l

k n owl ed ge and mu l ti-lingual skill s — l oc a ted

at a rem o te site .E ach participant wi ll spe a k

and hear on ly in his or her own language ,

with interpret a ti on occ u rring simu l t a n eo u s ly.

The ben efits of an RSMI sys tem inclu de

redu ced total interpret a ti on time com p a red

with the time needed for con s ec utive inter-

pret a ti on ;m a i n ten a n ce of n a tu ral com mu n i-

c a ti on flow, eye con t act , and body language ;

h i gh er- qu a l i ty interpret a ti on of com p l ex

m edical inform a ti on ; and improved pati en t

con f i den ti a l i ty. In pilot progra m s , the use of

su ch servi ces has improved pati en t - provi der

com mu n i c a ti on , the abi l i ty of provi ders to

d i a gnose illness in people who don’t spe a k

E n gl i s h , and pati ent and physician sati s f ac-

ti on with the health care en co u n ter. ■

GNYHA Continues BBA Relief Efforts co n ti nu ed from pa ge 1

Abuse Prevention Training for LTC Staff
D a t e : Wed n e sd ay, Ju ly 19, 2 0 0 0
Ti m e : 8:30 a.m.–4:00 p. m .
L o c a t i o n : GNYHA Co n feren ce Cen ter,
555 West 57th Stre et , 15th Floo r

As part of GNYHA’s ongoing efforts to support
the delivery of quality care at its member facili-
t i e s, G N Y H A’s Center for Continuing Care is host-
ing a program, Competence with Compassion,
for long term care (LTC) nurse educators and
other relevant staff. The program curriculum was
developed by the Center for Advocacy for the
Rights and Interests of the Elderly. This interac-
tive “train the trainer” program is designed to
assist members with preventing abuse and fos-
tering innovative conflict management tech-
niques. The program has been extensively field-
tested,and 98% reported that they recommend
the training program. GNYHA has applied for
continuing education credits from the National
Association of Boards of Examiners of Long
Term Care Administrators and the New York
State Nurses Association. For more information,
call Roxanne Tena-Nelson, and to register, call
Jenifer Fergusson,both at GNYHA. Registration
is limited. ■

Upcoming GNYHA Briefing

Ch a rles E. S chu m er (D-NY) ; John Pode s t a ,

Wh i te House Ch i ef of S t a f f ; Na n c y - Ann Mi n

De Pa rl e , Ad m i n i s tra tor of the U. S . He a l t h

Ca re Financing Ad m i n i s tra ti on ; and Jack Lew,

Di rector of the Pre s i den t’s Office of Ma n a ge-

m ent and Bu d get , were among those wh o

a t ten ded the foru m . The meeting was also

a t ten ded by a nu m ber of ad m i n i s tra tors of

ac ademic medical cen ters ,i n cluding Th ere s a

Bi s ch of f of Mount Sinai-NYU Health and

Herbert Pa rde s ,M . D. , of the New York Pre s-

byterian Ho s p i t a l . The hospital exec utive s

u r ged su pport for Sen a tor Moy n i h a n’s legi s-

l a ti on to prevent furt h er cuts in the Med i c a re

i n d i rect medical edu c a ti on (IME) ad ju s tm en t

to inpati ent hospital ra te s , wh i ch is curren t ly

s ch edu l ed to be redu ced from 6.5% for every

10% increase in the ra tio of i n terns and re s i-

dents to bed s , to 6.25% on October 1, 2 0 0 0 ,

continued on page 4

T O W NPhyllis R. F. L a n t o s has been appointed Chief Financial Officer of New Yo r k - P r e s b y t e r i a n
Health System. M s. Lantos previously held the position of Deputy Chief Operating Officer at
the Yale University School of Medicine, and spent more than 20 years at Montefiore Medical
C e n t e r, serving as Vice President for Financial Services for a decade. • Gary Zuar has been
named Chief Financial Officer of Saint Vincents Catholic Medical Centers of New Yo r k . M r.
Zuar held the same position at Saint Vincents Hospital and Medical Center of New York since
1 9 9 1 , and served as Assistant Vice President of Finance from 1988 to 1990. • Michael Bruno
has been appointed Senior Vice President/Chief Financial Officer of St. Barnabas Hospital.
P r e v i o u s l y, he was Vice President of Finance at Saint Vincents Hospital and Medical Center. ■
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Th rou gh out the 2000 St a te Legi s l a tive se s s i o n ,GNYHA has provi d ed bi - we e k ly updates on a
nu m ber of health care – rel a ted pieces ofl egi s l a ti o n . As the 2000 session comes to a cl o se ,

GNYHA repo rts the status of the foll owi n g :

P rofiling and Incident Reporting: Senator Kemp Hannon and Assemblyman Richard Gottfried have
spent much time working on several pieces of legislation on hospital as well as physician incident report-
i n g . S. 8 1 2 7 , introduced by Senator Hannon this past week, passed the full Senate and was delivered to
the  Assembly on June 22. It would enact the Patient Health Information and Quality Improvement A c t
of 2000, directing the NYS Department of Health (DOH) to increase information available to patients
about both health care practitioners and hospitals, including the publication of hospital report cards.
S.8127 requires that before DOH releases information on any one hospital that a hospital be given the
opportunity to correct the information and to submit comments that would then be disseminated with
the report. When Skyline News went to press, the Assembly was expected to pass identical legislation
on June 23, before adjourning for the year. • H o u rs of Duty for Nurs e s : A.7405 and S. 7 1 7 6 ,s p o n-
sored by Assemblyman Kevin Cahill and Senator Thomas Morahan, contain provisions that would limit
the hours nurses are permitted to be on duty.GNYHA has serious concerns about this legislation’s poten-
tially negative impact on hospital staffing and patient care, and has expressed its concern to the entire
L e g i s l a t u r e. A.7405 passed the full Assembly and was referred to the Senate on June 14. S. 7 1 7 6 ,h o w-
e v e r, has not moved since its introduction and referral to the Senate Labor Committee on March 27. •
S h a rps Safety A c t : A . 7 1 4 4 - C , which would enact the New York State Sharps Safety A c t , passed both
the Assembly and the Senate late in the session.The legislation requires the use of safer sharps and nee-
dles by health care facilities and in all health care settings and establishes an advisory committee to
report to the Governor and Legislature on the development of safer medical sharps and needles.A . 7 1 4 4 -
C is awaiting the Governor’s signature. • S exual Assault Reform A c t : GNYHA reported in April that
the Assembly was planning to release legislation similar to Senate bill S. 1 5 9 2 - B,which passed the Senate
on May 2, entitled the Sexual Assault Reform Act (SARA). On June 12,Assemblyman Joseph Lentol, C h a i r
of the Assembly Codes Committee, introduced A . 1 1 4 2 7 , which would toughen penalties for sexual
assaults and provide more relief for survivors of sexual assaults.A . 1 1 4 2 7 , as well as S. 1 5 9 2 - B, c o n t a i n s
a provision that would permit the reimbursement by the New York State Crime Victims Board for coun-
s e l i n g , medical treatment, or other services for sexual assault survivors who do not report the assault to
criminal justice agencies but who do incur out-of-pocket costs for their medical treatment, a provision
that GNYHA strongly supports.The Assembly version contains additional measures, including specialized
training for nurses who examine survivors and guaranteed financing every year for rape crisis centers.
When Skyline News went to press, the Assembly was expected to pass A . 1 1 4 2 7 .

If you have any questions about the status ofa ny legi s l a ti o n ,pl e a se call Melissa Jones at GNYHA.■

State Legislative Wrap-Up BBA Relief Efforts co n ti nu ed from pa ge 3

The GNYHA Board of Governors met on
June 22,2000,and took the following actions:

• approved an application for Institutional Membership
by United Odd Fellow & Rebekah Home;

• heard a report on GNYHA’s efforts to secure HMO
reform and an agreement to develop a “collabo-
rative process”with Aetna U.S. Healthcare to help
ensure that GNYHA members are paid what they
are owed in a timely manner;

• was updated on the A s s o c i a t i o n ’s latest efforts to
persuade President Clinton and Congress to pro-
vide Balanced Budget Act relief to GNYHA mem-
ber hospitals and continuing care providers; a n d

• was briefed on GNYHA’s continuing concerns
about the implementation of the Medicare
Outpatient Prospective Payment System (OPPS),
as well as the Association’s efforts to help mem-
bers prepare for OPPS. ■

GNYHA Board Meets

St a te An n o u n ces New Organ and Ti s sue Don or Regi s try

A
n tonia C. Novell o, M . D. , Com m i s-

s i on er of the NYS Dep a rtm ent of

Health (DO H ) , and Ri ch a rd E. Jack-

s on ,S t a te Com m i s s i on er of the Dep a rtm en t

of Mo tor Veh i cles (DMV) ,h eld a press con-

feren ce in Al b a ny on June 21 to announce the

form a ti on of a statewi de com p uteri zed reg-

i s try to all ow New Yorkers to con f i rm thei r

i n terest in being or gan and ti s sue don ors

wh en they die. The Regi s try was cre a ted

t h ro u gh the joint ef forts of DO H ,D M V, a n d

the NYS Task Force to In c rease Organ and

Ti s sue Don a ti on , to wh i ch GNYHA bel on gs .

D r.Novello cred i ted Govern or Geor ge E.Pa t a-

ki with helping to make the regi s try a re a l i ty.

The NYS Organ and Ti s sue Don or Reg-

i s try wi ll list all New York State re s i dents wh o

ch eck the “don or ” box on their DMV app l i-

c a ti ons for a new or ren ewed driver ’s licen s e ,

or non - d river iden ti f i c a ti on card . Th ere are

plans to make regi s try don or en ro ll m ent card s

ava i l a ble and to make en try to the regi s try

po s s i ble thro u gh the DOH Web site .

In form a ti on in the regi s try is con f i den ti a l

and access wi ll on ly be given to don a ti on pro-

fe s s i onals at hospitals, or gan and ti s sue pro-

c u rem ent or ga n i z a ti on s , and other agen c i e s

a ut h ori zed by DOH to assist in seeking con-

s ent from po ten tial don or families. Pers on s

who regi s ter are en co u ra ged to discuss thei r

plans with rel a tive s ,s i n ce family mem bers

wi ll sti ll be requ i red to aut h ori ze or gan and

ti s sue don a ti on s .

Ne a rly 70,000 peop l e a re on or gan don or

lists nati onwi de , and 7,000 of t h em are in

New York State . The Regi s try is ex pected to

i n c rease public aw a reness of the need for

or gan and ti s sue don ors and assist families in

making dec i s i ons wh en a rel a tive dies. ■

NEWSLillian Fo rg a c s , R . N . , M . B. A . , has joined the staff of GNYHA as Director, U t i l i z a t i o n
Management and Managed Care. Before joining GNYHA, M s. Forgacs was Senior Consultant,
Health Care Consulting Practice, at KPMG Consulting, I n c . , where she had worked since 1997.
She has also served as Manager, Care Coordination, at General Hospital Center in Pa s s a i c ,N J,
and Utilization Manager, New York Medical Group (an affiliate of HIP). ■

and to 5.5% on October 1, 2 0 0 1 .M r. Pode s t a

and Mr. Lew made it clear that the Pre s i den t’s

B BA rel i ef proposal repeals the first of t h e s e

t wo cut s , and that the Ad m i n i s tra ti on is open

to working with Con gress to determ i n e

wh et h er furt h er te aching hospital rel i ef m ay

be po s s i bl e . On June 23, GNYHA also parti c i-

p a ted in an edu c a ti onal BBA forum spon-

s ored by the Health In du s try Di s tri butors

As s oc i a ti on in Wa s h i n g ton , D. C . The foru m

fe a tu red New York Con gre s s woman Ca ro ly n

Ma l on ey, who ex pre s s ed her strong su pport

for BBA rel i ef for te aching hospitals. G N Y H A

s t a f f also spo ke at the foru m — wh i ch was

a t ten ded by health care su pp l i ers and distri b-

utors from ac ross the co u n try—and urged

the distri butors to partn er with GNYHA and

o t h er assoc i a ti ons in the BBA rel i ef ef fort . ■ 


