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A
t GNYHA’s 2000 An nual Meeti n g,

h eld on April 12, 2 0 0 0 , at the Shera-

ton New York Ho tel in Ma n h a t t a n ,

key n o te spe a ker Govern or Geor ge E. Pa t a k i

ex pre s s ed his gra ti f i c a ti on over his partn er-

ship with GNYHA and the health care com-

mu n i ty. The Govern or, who received a stand-

ing ova ti on ,n o ted how improvem ents in New

York State over the past five ye a rs have open ed

up access to “the worl d ’s gre a test health care

s ys tem .”He cited the dereg u l a ti on of the State -

con tro ll ed ra te - s et ting sys tem for hospitals,

the implem en t a ti on of the Health Ca re

Reform Act (HCRA) of 1996 and its ex p a n-

s i on and con ti nu a ti on as HCRA 2000, su p-

port for gradu a te medical edu c a ti on and

i n c re a s ed ch a ri ty care , the phasing out of $ 1 5 5

m i ll i on per year in hospital assessmen t s ,t h e

p a s s a ge of the Ma n a ged Ca re Bi ll of Ri gh t s

and the implem en t a ti on of an ex ternal appe a l

process to ad d ress adverse health care dec i-

s i ons by HMOs, and propo s ed incre a s ed

Medicaid paym ents for phys i c i a n s .G overn or

Pataki also noted that the Child Health Plu s

(CHP) program has ex p a n ded dra m a ti c a lly;

that the income level of el derly couples el i gi-

ble for Elderly Pharm aceutical In su ra n ce Cov-

era ge wi ll be ra i s ed su b s t a n ti a lly; and that the

S t a te has shown its com m i tm ent to ad d re s s-

ing the uninsu red probl em by passing the

Fa m i ly Health Plus progra m , wh i ch provi de s

su b s i d i zed health insu ra n ce to low - i n com e ,

u n i n su red New Yorkers , and He a l t hy New

York , wh i ch requ i res HMOs to of fer a less

ex pen s ive produ ct to small businesses and

u n i n su red workers .G overn or Pataki con-

clu ded by ex pressing his optimism abo ut

Al b a ny ’s con ti nu ed inve s tm ent in health care ,

as well as pled ging his su pport in making su re

that Wa s h i n g ton remains com m i t ted to New

York’s health care .

Business Meeting: A nu m ber of m o ti on s

were ra ti f i ed at the An nual Business Meeti n g,

i n cluding the fo ll owi n g : 1) Robert G. New-
m a n ,M . D., Pre s i dent and CEO of Con ti nu-

um Health Pa rtn ers , In c . , was approved to

s erve on the Boa rd as Past Ch a i rm a n ; and 2)

for the As s oc i a ti on year 2000 to 2001, Gl a dys
G eorge ,E s q ., Len ox Hi ll Ho s p i t a l , wi ll con-

ti nue to serve as Ch a i r; G a ry S. Hora n, O u r

L ady of Mercy He a l t h c a re Sys tem , wi ll con-

ti nue to serve as Ch a i rm a n - el ect ; T h eresa A .
Bi s ch of f of NYU Hospitals Cen ter and D avi d
R .D a n t z ker, M . D. , of North Shore - Lon g

Island Jewish Health Sys tem wi ll con ti nue to

s erve as Vi ce Ch a i rm en ; Art hur Y. Webb of

Vi ll a ge Ca re of New York wi ll serve as Vi ce

Ch a i rm a n ; Edw a rd Sto l zen berg, We s tch e s ter

Medical Cen ter, wi ll con ti nue to serve as Sec-

ret a ry; St a n l ey Brezen of f, Ma i m on i des Med-

ical Cen ter, wi ll con ti nue to serve as Tre a su r-

er; Herbert Pa rde s , M . D., New York

Pre s byterian Ho s p i t a l , wi ll con ti nue to serve

as Assistant Tre a su rer; Ma rk J. Mu n dy, New

York Met h odist Ho s p i t a l , wi ll con ti nue to

Moy n i h a n , Ra n gel
Fi ght for Te ach i n g
Ho s p i t a l s

St a te Bu d get Up d a te

On April 11,2 0 0 0 , U. S . Sen a tor Daniel

Pa tri ck Moynihan (D-NY) led a

bi p a rtisan group of 24 sen a tors ,

i n cluding Sen a tor Ch a rles E. S chu m er (D-

N Y) , in introducing the Te aching Ho s p i t a l

Pre s erva ti on Act of 2000 (S.2394). The same

d ay, Con gressman Ch a rles B. Ra n gel (D-NY)

i n trodu ced iden tical legi s l a ti on in the Ho u s e

of Repre s en t a tives (H.R.4239). Sen a tor

Moynihan esti m a tes that the Act , the en act-

m ent of wh i ch is GNYHA’s top legi s l a tive pri-

ori ty for this Con gre s s i onal session , wo u l d

pro tect the nati on’s te aching hospitals from a

G
overn or Pataki and NYS legi s l a tors

were finalizing the State fiscal ye a r

2000–01 bu d get agreem ent as Sk y -

line Newswent to pre s s . The Govern or and

l egi s l a tive leaders hope to finish work on the

bu d get before legi s l a tors recess this week for

rel i gious holidays . Agreem ent has app a ren t ly

been re ach ed on ex tending the Med i c a i d

m a n a ged care statute rel a ting to regular man-

a ged care plans thro u gh 2003, with severa l

ch a n ges inclu ded , ch a m p i on ed by the As s em-

bly, to help prevent disen ro ll m ent from Med-

i c a i d . GNYHA had stron gly oppo s ed ex ten d-

ing the statute perm a n en t ly, and is pleased

G overn or Pataki Speaks at
GNYHA An nual Meeti n g

Skylinenews
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s erve as Im m ed i a te Past Ch a i rm a n ; B a rry R.
Freed m a n of The Mount Sinai Ho s p i t a l ,

D avid P. Ro s en of Jamaica Hospital Med i c a l

Cen ter, and S pen cer Forem a n ,M . D. of Mon-

tef i ore Medical Cen ter wi ll con ti nue to serve

as Past Ch a i rm en . James Foy, S t . Jo h n’s River-

s i de Health Ca re Sys tem , was approved to

s erve on the Boa rd in the Class of 2 0 0 1 , wi t h

his term beginning wh en he com p l etes his

c u rrent Boa rd servi ce in the Class of 2 0 0 0 ,

wh i ch ends in June 2000. The fo ll owing indi-

vi duals were approved to serve on the

GNYHA Boa rd of G overn ors in the Class of

2 0 0 3 : Mi ch a el Dowl i n g, North Shore - Lon g

Island Jewish Health Ca re Sys tem ; D avid J.
Ca m pbell, Saint Vi n cents Catholic Med i c a l

Cen ters of New York ; Alan Mors e , Ph . D., Th e

Jewish Guild for the Bl i n d ; Ha rold P. Free-
m a n ,M . D., North Gen eral Ho s p i t a l ; Jo h n
La Ro s a ,M . D., S t a te Un ivers i ty Health Scien ce

Cen ter of Broo k ly n ; and D a n i el P. Wa l s h,

Wi n t h rop Un ivers i ty Health Sys tem .

P re s i d e n t ’s Remarks: Fo ll owing an introdu c-

ti on by Chair Gladys Geor ge ,E s q . ,G N Y H A

Pre s i dent Ken n eth E. Ra s ke revi ewed the

accom p l i s h m ents of the past year and out-

l i n ed GNYHA’s pri ori ties for 2000, wh i ch

en compass HMO and insu ra n ce reform ,

l on g - term BBA rel i ef for hospitals and con-

ti nuing care fac i l i ti e s , reducing medical errors ,

i n su ra n ce en ro ll m ent outre ach , capital for-

m a ti on , work force devel opm en t , and bi o-

m edical re s e a rch funding. G N Y H A’s stra tegy

for en su ring HMO and insu ra n ce reform ,h e

ex p l a i n ed , is threefo l d :l egi s l a ti on (ad d re s s i n g

d i s p ute re s o luti on , prom pt paym en t , el ec-

tronic claims accept a n ce , pri or aut h ori z a ti on

and uti l i z a ti on revi ew, g u a ra n ty fund, d i s cl o-

su re , and HMO liabi l i ty ) ;o utre ach and edu-

On April 12, 2 0 0 0 , the U. S . Sen a te

Com m i t tee on He a l t h ,E du c a ti on ,

L a bor and Pen s i ons unanimously

a pproved the “ Ryan Wh i te CARE Act Am en d-

m ents of 2 0 0 0 ”( S . 2 3 1 1 ) , wh i ch would re a u-

t h ori ze and modify the Ryan Wh i te CARE

Act . The current CARE Act ex p i res on Sep-

tem ber 30, 2 0 0 0 .S . 2 3 1 1 , wh i ch ex tends aut h o-

ri z a ti on for the CARE Act thro u gh 2005, g u a r-

a n tees that no el i gi ble metropolitan are a

(EMA) would receive less in a fiscal year than

98% of the funding it received in the previ o u s

fiscal ye a r; has new guidelines for the Plan-

ning Councils to fo ll ow wh en deciding how

to all oc a te funds within their EMAs ; requ i re s

that su pport servi ces funded thro u gh the Act

be rel a ted to health care ; requ i res that state s

determine the size and dem ogra phic ch a rac-

teri s tics of the pop u l a ti on with HIV disease

to be served , taking into account the needs of

i n d ivi duals who are not receiving care ,b a s ed

on ep i dem i o l ogical measu res devel oped by

the Sec ret a ry of Health and Human Servi ce s ;

c re a tes su pp l em ental grants for areas that are

not within EMAs and tre a tm ent grants to

h elp states provi de access to thera peutics for

i n d ivi duals bel ow 200% of the Federal pover-

ty line; and contains other reform s . Con gre s s

is ex pected to pass a final vers i on of S . 2 3 1 1

before the CARE Act ex p i res later this ye a r. ■

c a ti on in the form of an advertising campaign

produ ced by the GNYHA and 1199/SEIU

He a l t h c a re Edu c a ti on Proj ect ; and liti ga ti on

i nvo lving a broad - b a s ed legal ch a ll en ge to

those HMOs that have been perpetra ting the

most serious abu s e s . The He a l t h c a re Edu c a-

ti on Proj ect’s tel evi s i on advertising campaign

on HMO reform ,M r. Ra s ke said, begins air-

ing on April 16 in the Al b a ny are a .

M r. Ra s ke also discussed the impact of t h e

B BA ,n o ting a discrepancy bet ween the Con-

gre s s i onal Bu d get Office’s esti m a ted five - ye a r

s avi n gs of $44 bi ll i on and GNYHA’s esti m a te

of $61 bi ll i on . He poi n ted out that, wi t h ou t

that the Govern or and Legi s l a tu re have

a greed on a su n s et date .S ti ll outstanding is

an agreem ent on ex tending aut h ori z a ti on for

m ental health special needs plans (SNPs ) .

GNYHA has stron gly oppo s ed ex tending the

a ut h ori z a ti on for the Office of Mental He a l t h

to proceed as curren t ly planned , given the

s erious flaws in the de s i gn of the men t a l

health SNPs . In other news , the bu d get wi ll

contain some rel i ef to help co u n ties of fs et

the cost of Fa m i ly Health Plus in the short

term , but wi ll not actu a lly rem ove the co u n-

ti e s’ re s pon s i bi l i ty to help finance the pro-

gra m . In ad d i ti on , bu d get nego ti a tors have

a greed to re s tore the fill ed mental health

s h a red staffing provi s i ons that were propo s ed

to be cut in the Exec utive bu d get propo s a l ;

h owever, the bu d get wi ll not re s tore funding

for psych i a tric re s i dency po s i ti on s .F i n a lly, a n

a greem ent was re ach ed on legi s l a tive propo s-

als to increase Medicaid rei m bu rs em ent ra te s

for phys i c i a n s . ■

the BBA , Med i c a re paym ents for 2002 to hos-

pitals would be 16% high er than in 1996;

h owever, with the BBA ,p aym ents for 2002

a re on ly 1% high er. For te aching hospitals the

p i ctu re is even wors e , with a Med i c a re pay-

m ent redu cti on of – 1 % . These nu m bers

u n derline the need for lon g - term BBA rel i ef ,

wh i ch GNYHA wi ll seek for hospitals thro u gh

su pport of Sen a tor Daniel Pa tri ck Moy n i-

h a n’s bi ll for a perm a n ent free ze of the indi-

rect medical edu c a ti on (IME) ad ju s tm ent at

6 . 5 % , the el i m i n a ti on of f u rt h er cuts in the

u p d a te , and fixing the outp a ti ent pro s pective

T O W N
F rank Maddalena has been named Senior Vice President/Chief Operating Officer of Th e
Brooklyn Hospital Center, effective April 24, 2 0 0 0 . P r e v i o u s l y, he was President and Chief
Executive Officer of The Brookdale University Hospital and Medical Center. • Stephen S.
K a t z has been named Administrator of Lutheran Care Center at Concord Vi l l a g e, Wa r t b u r g
Lutheran Services, I n c . M r. Katz was previously Vice President for Operations at the Jewish
Guild for the Blind. He has also served as Administrator at Beth Israel Nursing Homes and Vi c e
President of Corporate Programs at Beth Abraham Health Services. • William Cra w f o rd
has joined the Wartburg Lutheran Home for the Aging as Administrator of the Home’s
Brooklyn Campus. In the past he was Assistant Administrator for Gouverneur Hospital Nursing
Facility and Administrator for the Franklin Center for Rehabilitation and Nursing. ■

G overn or Pataki Speaks at GNYHA An nual Meeti n g co n ti nu ed from pa ge 1

St a te Bu d get Up d a te co n ti nu ed from pa ge 1

Pa n el Approves New Ryan Wh i te CARE Act

continued on page 4
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A d raft Med i c a re Local Med i c a l

Revi ew Policy on Ps ych i a try / Ps y-

ch o l ogy Servi ces was introdu ced

by Empire Med i c a re Servi ces at the Med i c a re

Ca rri er Advi s ory Com m i t tee (CAC) meet-

ing on Ma rch 22, 2 0 0 0 . The policy wo u l d

i m pose severe re s tri cti ons on inpati ent and

o utp a ti ent psych i a tric and psych o l ogy ser-

vi ces that would be covered under Med i c a re .

At the request of GNYHA and other inter-

e s ted or ga n i z a ti on s , the com m ent peri od

At the State Hospital Revi ew and Plan-

ning Council (SHRPC) meeti n g

h eld on April 6, 2 0 0 0 , New York State

Dep a rtm ent of Health (DOH) Office of

Health Sys tems Ma n a gem ent Di rector Way n e

O s ten discussed GNYHA and other assoc i a-

ti on s’ con cerns rega rding the pro l i fera ti on of

f reestanding ambu l a tory su r gery cen ters . He

s t a ted that since the mora torium on the

a pproval of su ch cen ters en ded in 1998, t h e

nu m ber of cen ters has tri p l ed . At the nex t

SHRPC Proj ect Revi ew Com m i t tee meeti n g,

to be held on May 18, 2 0 0 0 , DOH staff wi ll

provi de a report on the status of the ambu l a-

tory su r gery cen ter approvals in the last two

ye a rs and their impact on ex i s ting ac ute care

provi ders .

C o m m i s s i o n e r ’s Report: DOH Com m i s s i on-

er An tonia Novell o, M . D. ,M . P. H . ,s t a ted that

reducing medical errors is one of DO H ’s pri-

ori ties and recogn i zed GNYHA for its pro-

gram on medical errors held on April 5, 2 0 0 0 .

Adult Day Health Care : SHRPC approved

DO H ’s recom m en d a ti ons for ch a n ges in the

adult day health care (ADHC) em er gen c y

reg u l a ti ons that were first approved on Feb-

ru a ry 3, 2 0 0 0 . Am ong the ch a n ges were 1)

perm i t ting certain ADHC regi s trants to

a t tend programs fewer than five hours , pro-

vi ded a majori ty of regi s trants attend five

h o u rs or lon ger; 2) perm i t ting programs to

SHRPC to Revi ew Am bu l a tory
Su rgery Cen ters

admit regi s trants up to 10% above the

a pproved capac i ty of the program on a given

d ay, provi ded that the avera ge annual occ u-

pancy does not exceed the annual approved

c a p ac i ty for the progra m ;a n d 3) el i m i n a ti n g

a requ i rem ent for programs to con du ct regi s-

trant revi ews that du p l i c a te ex i s ting con ti n-

u ed - s t ay assessments of regi s tra n t s . Wi t h

re s pect to ADHC rei m bu rs em en t , DOH is

p u rsuing ch a n ges out s i de of the reg u l a tory

proce s s . These ch a n ges wi ll inclu de mod i f i c a-

ti ons to the ex i s ting met h od of p aym ent for

ADHC tra n s port a ti on ,p u rsuant to the rec-

om m en d a ti ons of a Tra n s port a ti on Work-

gro u p. The Work gro u p, wh i ch inclu de s

GNYHA mem ber repre s en t a tive s , m et on

Mon d ay, April 10, 2 0 0 0 , in Al b a ny, and is

ex pected to issue recom m en d a ti ons by early

June 2000.

Member Pro j e c t s : SHRPC approved the fo l-

l owing GNYHA mem ber proj ect s —Sh ore-
f ront Jewish Geri a tric Cen ter, ex p a n s i on of

its ex i s ting long term home health care pro-

gram in Ki n gs Co u n ty by 100 long term hom e

health care regi s trants and initi a ti on of pro-

grams for 100 regi s trants for each of New

York and Queens co u n ti e s ; and The Jewi s h
Guild for the Bl i n d–Guild Home for the
Aged Bl i n d, i n i ti a ti on of a long term hom e

health care program for 100 regi s trants in

Manhattan and 100 regi s trants in Broo k ly n . ■

for this draft policy has been ex ten ded unti l

the next CAC meeting on June 7, 2 0 0 0 .

Policy Impact: Hospitals curren t ly report

ex ten s ive del ays or denials in paym ent for

s ervi ces under the ex i s ting Med i c a re po l i-

c y. The propo s ed policy would place ad d i-

ti onal limitati ons on covera ge of p s ych i a-

try and psych o l ogy servi ce s , i n cluding a

requ i rem ent that inform ed con s ent be

obt a i n ed pri or to any psych i a tric tre a t-

m en t , a standard not app l i ed in this uni-

versal manner to any other clinical spe-

c i a l ty are a . In ad d i ti on , the policy wo u l d

re s tri ct covera ge for servi ces and du ra ti on

of tre a tm ent for specific diagn o s e s , s et

qu a l i f i c a ti on and su pervi s i on requ i re-

m ents for non physician practi ti on ers that

exceed those set by the U. S . Health Ca re

Financing Ad m i n i s tra ti on , and establ i s h e s

o utcome cri teria that are open to su bj ec-

tive interpret a ti on .

M e m b e rs’ Comments: GNYHA wi ll be

s o l i c i ting com m ents from mem bers on the

d raft po l i c y, and wi ll actively pursue dis-

c u s s i ons with Empire to help shape the

final po l i c y. If you would like a copy of t h e

draft policy, call Anita Wall at GNYHA. ■

Med i c a re Policy on Ps ych i a try /
Ps ych o l ogy Servi ces Open for Com m en t

O rgan and Tissue Pro c u re m e n t
D a t e : Wed n e sd ay, May 3, 2 0 0 0
Ti m e : 9 a.m.to12 noo n
L o c a t i o n : GNYHA Co n feren ce Cen ter,
555 West 57 Stre et , 15th Floo r

This briefing will focus on organ and tissue pro-
curement requirements for hospitals. The pro-
g r a m , “ C o m m i t m e n t , Collaboration, and Com-
p l i a n c e : Understanding Compliance Issues in
Organ and Tissue Donation,” is designed to help
hospitals implement organ and tissue procure-
ment policies and procedures that comply with
current State statute, Federal regulations, a n d
accreditation standards. Representatives from the
U. S. Health Care Financing A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , N YS
Department of Health, Joint Commission on
Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations, a n d
New York Organ Donor Network will be present.
For more information, call Patricia O’Brien, and to
r e g i s t e r, call Adele Danahy, both at GNYHA. ■

Upcoming GNYHA Member Briefing

At its April meeti n g, the Med i c a re Paym en t

Advi s ory Com m i s s i on (Med PAC) vo ted to

recom m end that Con gress increase inpati en t

hospital paym ents for fiscal year 2001–02 by

3 . 5 – 4 . 0 % , or 1.1 percen t a ge points above the

m a rket basket esti m a te of u n derlying cost in-

f l a ti on . The update factor requ i red by the BBA

is market basket minus 1.1 percen t a ge poi n t s ,

or 2.2 percen t a ge points bel ow the Med PAC

l evel . Un dercoding of hospital cases and high

ph a rm acy and tech n o l ogy costs prom pted the

Com m i s s i on’s recom m en d a ti on . ■

MedPAC Recommends
Increased Hospital Payments
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p aym ent sys tem (PPS), and for nu rsing hom e s

t h ro u gh a lon ger ph a s e - o ut of co s t - b a s ed cap-

ital rei m bu rs em ent under the skill ed nu rs i n g

f ac i l i ty PPS. Looking ahead ,M r. Ra s ke said

that GNYHA remains com m i t ted to su peri or

m em ber servi ces and devel oping a perm a-

n ent asset base that all ows excell en ce in advo-

c ac y. As part of this ef fort , GNYHA is ch a n-

n eling its en er gy into business devel opm en t

activi ti e s . Lee Perl m a n , Exec utive VP and

C OO of GNYHA Ven tu re s , In c . , t h en de-

s c ri bed the trem en dous growth in GNYHA’s

businesses over the past ye a r, and talked abo ut

Ven tu re s’“ In tern et incubati on” progra m .

G e n e ral Session I: Ken n eth W. Ki zer, M . D. ,

M . P. H . , Pre s i dent and CEO of The Na ti on a l

Q u a l i ty Forum and form er Un der Sec ret a ry

for Health in the U. S . Dep a rtm ent of Vetera n s

Af f a i rs , of fered advi ce on how to redu ce med-

ical errors and increase pati ent safety. D r.

Ki zer pre s en ted a series of i n terim steps that

health care provi ders should take to incre a s e

p a ti ent safety until nati onal requ i rem ents are

devel oped .F i rs t ,D r. Ki zer said, p a ti ent safety

should be a leadership and managem ent pri-

su m ers gen era lly. In parti c u l a r, he noted that,

tod ay, 30 mill i on people are seeking health

c a re inform a ti on online for their own re s e a rch

on diseases, nutri ti on ,d ru gs , and child devel-

opm en t . He poi n ted out that the new model

for In tern et - b a s ed health care is con su m er-

cen tri c , providing a seamless, i n tegra ted ,a n d

acce s s i ble approach to servi ce s , 24 hours a

d ay, s even days a wee k . The use of ex i s ti n g

and futu re In tern et tech n o l ogies along wi t h

the em er ging standard com mu n i c a ti on pro-

tocols for health care wi ll bring major ch a n ge s

to physician practi ce s , hospital care , a n d

p a ti en t s’ i nvo lvem ent in their own care . Th e

In tern et , he said, has its gre a test po ten tial in

the managem ent of the health care sys tem’s

com p l ex rel a ti onships and the su pport of

optimal pati ent care . ■

ori ty. Key to accomplishing this goal is the

devel opm ent of a cultu re of s a fety that

i n clu des con ti nuing edu c a ti on ,m edical errors

reporting mech a n i s m s ,n on p u n i tive mech a-

nisms for re s ponding to and correcting errors ,

and ro utine sel f - a s s e s s m en t s .D r. Ki zer also

recom m ends that provi ders implem en t

k n own safe practi ce s ,i n cluding many that

focus on reducing adverse drug even t s , wh i ch

m a ke up a significant porti on of m ed i c a l

errors , and prom pt ly ad d ressing profe s s i on a l

m i s con du ct issu e s .D r. Ki zer also unders cored

the import a n ce of explaining medical errors

to pati ents and their families, and recom-

m en ded that pati ent safety be incorpora ted

i n to all health care profe s s i onal training and

p a ti ent safety re s e a rch be made a pri ori ty.

G e n e ral Session II: Robert Di eterl e , Exec u-

tive VP and COO of Ca re In s i te , In c . , pre s en t-

ed a vi s i on of h ow the In tern et wi ll tra n s form

the del ivery of health care thro u gh improved

com mu n i c a ti ons and access to servi ce s . He

de s c ri bed the ex p l o s i on of the use of e - com-

m erce thro u gh o ut the econ omy and the grow-

ing pen etra ti on of In tern et use among con-

In re cent we e k s ,the New Yo rk St a te Sen a te and As sem bly have co n s i d ered the foll owi n g
health care – rel a ted legi s l a ti o n .

Eligibility for Medical A s s i s t a n c e : On April 4, the Assembly Health Committee referred legisla-
tion (A.10161) introduced by Assemblyman Richard Gottfried to the Assembly Ways and Means
Committee.A.10161 seeks to ensure that low-income individuals who lose eligibility for cash assis-
tance are informed that they may still qualify for Medicaid and ensures that children enrolled in a
managed care plan who lose their eligibility for Medicaid are automatically enrolled in Child Health
Plus (CHP) or 60 days or until their eligibility for CHP or Medicaid is determined. A.10161 is an
important step in helping eligible individuals and families to enroll in Medicaid and to retain their
coverage while they are eligible. GNYHA strongly supports A.10161. • Public Access to Health
C a re Information: A.8464,sponsored by Assemblyman Gottfried, was approved by the Assembly
Health Committee on April 4. The Health Care Reform Act of 1996 established a task force on clin-
ical practice guidelines and medical technology assessment and a task force on health care quali-
ty improvement and information systems.A.8464 would require the Commissioner of Health to uti-
lize the information collected by these task force groups by establishing a program for expanding
public access to health care information maintained by the NYS Department of Health, to submit
annual reports on its activities to improve public access, and to make recommendations in improv-
ing utility/validity of data to the Governor and the Legislature. A.8464 provides for confidentiality
of patient identity and other data. • S exual Assault Reform: On April 12, Assembly leaders
announced a proposal similar to the Senate’s Sexual Assault Reform Act (S.1592-A) that would
toughen penalties for sexual assaults and provide more relief for survivors of sexual assaults. Both
versions would permit the reimbursement by the NYS Crime Victims Board for counseling,medical
treatment, or other services for sexual assault survivors who do not report the assault to criminal
justice agencies but who do incur out-of-pocket costs for their medical treatment,a provision that
GNYHA strongly supports. The Assembly version contains additional measures, including special-
ized training for nurses who examine victims and guaranteed financing every year for rape crisis
centers. The Assembly plans to introduce its proposal in a written bill some time this week. ■
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f u rt h er $2 bi ll i on in Med i c a re cuts over the

n ext five ye a rs by preven ting furt h er redu c-

ti ons in the Med i c a re indirect medical edu c a-

ti on (IME) ad ju s tm ent that were mandated

by the Ba l a n ced Bu d get Act of 1997 (BBA ) .

Un der the BBA , as amen ded by the Ba l a n ced

Bu d get Ref i n em ent Act of 1 9 9 9 , the IME

ad ju s tm ent is sch edu l ed to be redu ced from

6.5% for every 10% increm ent in the ra tio of

i n terns and re s i dents to beds to 6.25% on

O ctober 1, 2 0 0 0 , and to 5.5% on October 1,

2 0 0 1 . GNYHA esti m a tes that the Moy n i-

h a n / Ra n gel legi s l a ti on ,i f en acted , would pre-

vent a furt h er $550 mill i on in Med i c a re cut s

to te aching hospitals in New York State over

the next five ye a rs . Upon introducing the leg-

i s l a ti on , Sen a tor Moynihan said, “Te ach i n g

hospitals are nati onal tre a su res . . . Yet , tod ay

t h ey find them s elves in a prec a rious financial

s i tu a ti on as market forces re s h a pe the health

c a re del ivery sys tem in the Un i ted States . . .

The te aching hospitals that we know and

depend on tod ay . . . m ay not be able to . . .

su rvive . . . This bi ll would pro tect our nati on’s

te aching hospitals and en su re that the Un i ted

S t a tes wi ll con ti nue to be in the foref ront of

devel oping new cure s ,n ew medical tech n o l o-

gy, and training of the worl d ’s finest med i c a l

profe s s i on a l s .” GNYHA is ex trem ely gra tef u l

to Sen a tor Moynihan and Con gre s s m a n

Ra n gel for their con ti nu ed leaders h i p. ■
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