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At the Ma rch 16 meeting of the Med i c a re Paym ent Advi s ory Com m i t tee (Med PAC ) ,

n ew data were pre s en ted showing that the hospital indu s try ’s aggrega te total margi n

fell from 6.0% in 1997 to 3.9% in 1998. The decline was gre a test for major te ach i n g

h o s p i t a l s , whose total margin fell from

5.1% to 2.3%. Ma j or te aching hospitals

con ti nu ed to have the lowest margin of a ll

h o s p i t a l s . The steep margin decline ref l ect-

ed several factors .F i rs t , 1998 was the firs t

year in wh i ch paym ent cuts en acted in the

Ba l a n ced Bu d get Act of 1997 were imple-

m en ted , ex acerb a ting revenue pre s su re

a l re ady exerted by managed care plans. In

ad d i ti on , Med PAC reported that Med i c a re

cost per disch a r ge incre a s ed by 1.5%, t h e

s econd year of cost increase fo ll owing three

ye a rs of cost dec re a s e . Med PAC also report-

ed that early indicators are that the to t a l

m a r gin fell furt h er from 1998 to 1999. ■

MARCH 20, 20 0 0

continued on page 2

Last wee k , the New York State As s em bly

and New York State Sen a te passed dif-

fering bu d get re s o luti ons for State fiscal

year (SFY) 2000–2001, wh i ch begins on Apri l

1 ,2 0 0 0 . Both As s em bly Spe a ker Shel don Si l-

ver and Sen a te Ma j ori ty Le ader Jo s eph Bru n o

e s ti m a te that the State wi ll have more revenu e

ava i l a ble in the coming fiscal year than Gov-

ern or Geor ge Pataki pred i cted wh en he

u nvei l ed his bu d get proposal in Ja nu a ry; con-

s equ en t ly, both Houses propose spen d i n g

m ore in the coming fiscal year than the Gov-

ern or has propo s ed ,and both Ho u s e s , to va ry-

ing degree s , re s tore State spending the Gover-

n or propo s ed to cut . GNYHA is very pleased

that both the Sen a te and the As s em bly re s o lu-

ti on s ,l i ke the Govern or ’s propo s ed bu d get ,

i m p l em ent the Health Ca re Reform Act 2000

Medicaid agreem en t ,u n der wh i ch no new

Medicaid cuts wi ll be propo s ed for the nex t

t h ree ye a rs for hospitals, nu rsing hom e s ,h om e

health agen c i e s , and cl i n i c s . Both Houses also

propose that the State take over the local co s t

of the Fa m i ly Health Plus progra m , wh i ch is

s ch edu l ed to begin on Ja nu a ry 1, 2 0 0 1 , pen d-

ing waiver approvals from the U. S . He a l t h

Ca re Financing Ad m i n i s tra ti on . In com i n g

wee k s , the Legi s l a tu re and Govern or wi ll work

to iron out the differen ces bet ween the re s o-

luti ons passed last week and the Govern or ’s

bu d get proposal in time for the beginning of

the new fiscal year on April 1.

M e d i c a i d : Both the As s em bly and the Sen a te

would all oc a te $5 mill i on in State funds to

i n c rease Medicaid rei m bu rs em ent ra te s for

The GNYHA An nual Meeting wi ll

be held on Wed n e s d ay, April 12,

2 0 0 0 , at the Shera ton New York

Ho tel in Ma n h a t t a n , f rom 8:00 a.m. u n ti l

10:30 a.m. The program wi ll inclu de a

key n o te ad d ress by New York State Gover-

n or Geor ge Pa t a k i ; a breakfast and annu a l

business meeting from 8:30 a.m. to 9:00

a . m . du ring wh i ch the mem bership wi ll

el ect new of f i cers and Boa rd mem bers for

the coming ye a r; and special discussion s

on reducing medical errors and incre a s i n g

p a ti ent safety, and how the In tern et is

transforming health care.

Keynote A d d re s s : G overn or Pataki is sch ed-

u l ed to speak from 10:00 a.m. u n til 10:30 a.m.

G overn or Pataki to
S peak at GNYHA
2000 An nual Meeti n g

As s em bly, S en a te Pass Bu d get Re s o luti on s

Med PAC Data Reveal Steep Decl i n e
in Te aching Hospital Ma rgi n s

continued on page 3

1991 3.6% 4.8% 4.6%

1992 3.3 5.0 4.5

1993 3.4 4.9 4.6

1994 3.2 5.9 5.3

1995 3.9 6.5 6.3

1996 3.4 7.0 7.0

1997 5.1 6.4 6.3

1998 2.3 4.6 4.1

S o u rc e : Medicare Cost Reports.

Major 
Te a c h i n gYear

N o n -
Te a c h i n g

T O TA L  M A R G I N

Other 
Te a c h i n g

Total Margin: Teaching and 
N o n - Teaching Hospitals, 19 9 1 – 9 8

Skylinenews
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phys i c i a n s . Both Houses also expand el i gi bi l i-

ty for the Prenatal Ca re As s i s t a n ce Progra m

(PCAP) from families with an income of

185% of the Federal poverty level (FPL) to

250% of the FPL and provi de en h a n ced rei m-

bu rs em ent ra tes for clinics that pri m a ri ly

s erve the devel opm en t a lly disabl ed . In ad d i-

ti on , the As s em bly 1) allots $1.5 mill i on in

S t a te funds to alter the ad m i n i s tra tive and fis-

cal rei m bu rs em ent ra te cap app l i c a ble to for-

m er health-rel a ted fac i l i ti e s ; 2) provi des $10

m i ll i on in State funds to help free s t a n d i n g

clinics make the tra n s i ti on to a mandatory

Medicaid managed care envi ron m en t ; 3 )

expands el i gi bi l i ty for family planning ser-

vi ces to 200% of the FPL; and 4) requ i res the

Com m i s s i on er of Health to provi de an annu-

al report to the Legi s l a tu re detailing Med i c a i d

provi der bi lling audits.

Medicaid Managed Care : The As s em bly

rej ects the Govern or ’s perm a n ent ex ten s i on

of the Medicaid managed care statute wh en it

ex p i res on June 30, and inste ad proposes an

ex p i ra ti on date of June 30, 2 0 0 3 , as propo s ed

by GNYHA. The As s em bly would also ex ten d

the ph a rm acy “c a rve - o ut” for the du ra ti on of

the progra m . The Sen a te proposes ex ten d i n g

the program thro u gh Ma rch 31, 2 0 0 4 ,a n d

i m poses new reporting requ i rem ents on the

Dep a rtm ent of He a l t h . The Sen a te re s o luti on

is silent on the ph a rm acy “c a rve - o ut .”

The Uninsure d : Both the As s em bly and the

Sen a te assume significant ex p a n s i ons of t h e

S t a te’s Elderly Pharm aceutical In su ra n ce Cov-

era ge (EPIC) progra m . In ad d i ti on , t h e

As s em bly 1) provi des $1.0 mill i on to all ow

i m m i grants lega lly residing in New York State

to gain Fa m i ly Health Plus covera ge for out-

p a ti ent servi ces and 2) proposes $3.2 mill i on

to all ow certain disabl ed workers to “buy in”

to the Medicaid program under the Federa l

Ti cket to Work and Work In cen tives Im prove-

m ent Act of 1 9 9 9 . GNYHA su pports these

propo s a l s .

Long Term Care Insura n c e : The Sen a te pro-

poses expanding the ex i s ting Long Term Ca re

In su ra n ce Tax Credit and provi des $500,000

to prom o te the sale and marketing of l on g

term care insu ra n ce po l i c i e s . GNYHA su p-

ports these propo s a l s .

Mental Health: Both the As s em bly and the

Sen a te re s tore the Govern or ’s propo s ed cut s

in shared staffing po s i ti on s . In ad d i ti on ,t h e

As s em bly re s tores all of the 18 mental health

re s i dency po s i ti ons the Govern or propo s ed

el i m i n a ti n g, while the Sen a te re s tores 9.

GNYHA stron gly su pports the As s em bly pro-

vi s i on (see rel a ted story on page 4).

Biomedical Researc h : The As s em bly propo s-

es $25 mill i on for bi om edical re s e a rch , wh i l e

the Sen a te proposes $7.9 mill i on .G N Y H A

s tron gly su pports the As s em bly provi s i on .

AIDS and HIV: The As s em bly rej ects the Gov-

ern or ’s propo s ed $4.2 mill i on cut in funding

for AIDS progra m s , and provi des an ad d i-

ti onal $9 mill i on .

The NYS Dep a rtm ent of He a l t h

( DOH) recen t ly sent a “ Dear Ho s p i-

tal Ad m i n i s tra tor ”l et ter rem i n d i n g

hospitals of the requ i rem ents for su bm i s s i on

of Com mu n i ty Servi ce Plans. The He a l t h

Ca re Reform Act of 1996 en a bl ed hospitals

to su bmit abbrevi a ted su m m a ry reports for

t wo ye a rs , with com preh en s ive plans du e

every third ye a r. Si n ce com preh en s ive plans

were requ i red to be su bm i t ted in 1999, a n nu-

al implem en t a ti on reports are due on Apri l

3 0 ,2 0 0 0 . DOH has indicated that net work s

m ay su bmit a single unified plan, but the

plan must de s c ri be the role of e ach fac i l i ty in

the net work , and a repre s en t a tive of e ach

f ac i l i ty must en dorse the plan. As in the past,

the requ i rem ents for su bm i t ting com mu n i ty

s ervi ce plans and annual implem en t a ti on

reports app ly on ly to not-for- profit (and not

p u blic) hospitals. ■

The New York State Dep a rtm ents of

Health and Labor recen t ly

a n n o u n ced a request for propo s a l s

(RFP) to train or retrain health care workers

u n der the Health Work force Retraining In i-

ti a tive . The Health Ca re Reform Act 2000,

wh i ch aut h ori zed the In i ti a tive thro u gh Ju n e

2 0 0 3 ,m a kes ava i l a ble up to $30 mill i on for

the In i ti a tive in 2000. For the Gre a ter New

York regi on , the amounts ava i l a ble would be

up to $20.8 mill i on for New York Ci ty, $ 3 . 2

m i ll i on for Nassau and Su f folk co u n ti e s ,a n d

$1.4 mill i on for the nort h ern metropo l i t a n

regi on . The level of funding for a parti c u l a r

regi on is based on the amount co ll ected in

the regi on’s poo l , and is aw a rded com peti-

tively within each regi on . If excess funds are

ava i l a ble within a regi on fo ll owing the com-

peti tive aw a rd con tract proce s s , these funds

wi ll be red i s tri buted to regi ons wh ere there

is a short a ge of funds ava i l a ble for progra m s

that otherwise qualify for funding. O r ga n i-

z a ti ons el i gi ble to app ly for funding inclu de

health care fac i l i ti e s , health worker union s ,

health care fac i l i ty trade assoc i a ti on s , edu c a-

ti onal insti tuti on s ,l a bor- m a n a gem ent com-

m i t tee s , and certain joint labor- m a n a gem en t

training funds. Funding preferen ces wi ll be

given to app l i c a ti ons that dem on s tra te skill s

with lon g - term em p l oym ent po ten ti a l ,

i n clu de em p l oyer com m i tm ents to hire the

tra i n ed indivi du a l s , or target workers wh o

h ave ex peri en ced or are likely to ex peri en ce

j ob loss because of ch a n ges in the health care

s ys tem . Aw a rds wi ll be for one ye a r, or two

ye a rs for proj ects that ex tend beyond on e

ye a r. Bi d ders’ con feren ces wi ll be held in

Bu f f a l o, New York Ci ty, and Al b a ny in late

Ma rch to assist applicants with the devel op-

m ent of propo s a l s . App l i c a ti ons are due May

1 2 ,2 0 0 0 . ■

Hospital Com mu n i ty Servi ce 
Plan Im p l em en t a ti on Report Due

St a te Releases RFP 
for Health Work force
Retraining In i ti a tive

As s em bly, S en a te Pass Bu d get Re s o luti ons  co n ti nu ed from pa ge 1

T O W NJohn J. Clair has been appointed Assistant Commissioner for Emergency Medicine

of the New York City Fire Department.He was formerly the Director of Operations for

the New York State Department of Health Bureau of Emergency Medical Service. ■

continued on page 4
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According to a report rel e a s ed by Th e

Com m onwealth Fund in Febru a ry

2 0 0 0 , the uninsu red ra te amon g

work i n g - a ge adults (ages 18 to 64) in New

York Ci ty va ries con s i dera bly ac ross the

c i ty ’s five boro u gh s . Ci ty wi de , 28% of t h i s

group are uninsu red—a ra te abo ut 50%

h i gh er than that for ei t h er New York State

or the nati on . However, a m ong the bor-

o u gh s , the proporti on of u n i n su red va ri e s

f rom a high of 33% in Queens to a low of

15% in Staten Is l a n d . The Com m onwe a l t h

Fund notes that these va ri a ti ons may be

ex p l a i n ed by differen ces in the soc i oeco-

n omic and dem ogra phic ch a racteri s tics of

e ach boro u gh’s re s i den t s . For ex a m p l e ,

Q u eens has the highest percen t a ge of re s i-

dents bet ween 100% and 250% of the Fed-

eral poverty level . In d ivi duals in this

i n come bracket of ten lack em p l oyer- b a s ed

covera ge but gen era lly earn too mu ch to

qualify for Med i c a i d .S t a ten Is l a n d , on the

o t h er hand, has the highest percen t a ge of

n on poor re s i dents and non - Hi s p a n i c

wh i te s — t wo groups that are most likely to

have insurance. ■

Un i n su red Ra tes Va ry
in NYC Boro u gh s

28% 29%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%
NYC Total Bronx Manhattan

S o u rc e : The Commonwealth Fund Survey of Health Care in New York City, 1 9 9 7 .

Uninsured Rates in NYC Boroughs (Adults Ages 18–64)

29%

Brooklyn

24%

Queens

33%

Staten Island

15%

On April 5, 2 0 0 0 , GNYHA wi ll hold

the first in a series of Le aders h i p

Forums de s i gn ed to assist its

m em bers in their ef forts to redu ce med i c a l

errors . G N Y H A’s Le adership Forum seri e s

is being pre s en ted in re s ponse to the ch a l-

l en ges ra i s ed by the In s ti tute of Med i c i n e’s

( I O M ’s) report , en ti t l ed To Err Is Hu m a n,

wh i ch has re s on a ted deep ly with the pub-

l i c , our nati on’s leaders , and health care

provi ders . While GNYHA mem bers are

com m i t ted to providing high - qu a l i ty care ,

the report makes it clear that greater efforts

must be made to el i m i n a te preven t a bl e

adverse events and provi de safe pati en t

care. The IOM report provides recommen-

d a ti ons for reducing the inciden ce of m ed-

ical errors ,i m proving pati ent safety, a n d

enhancing public acco u n t a bi l i ty. G N Y H A’s

first Leadership Forum will focus on reduc-

ing med i c a ti on errors thro u gh a va ri ety of

a pproach e s , i n cluding use of health care

tech n o l ogy, i n form a ti on ga i n ed thro u gh

ex ten s ive root cause analys e s , and lesson s

l e a rn ed from other indu s tri e s . S pe a kers

wi ll inclu de mem bers of the IOM stu dy

gro u p, p u blic of f i c i a l s , f ac u l ty from the

In s ti tute for He a l t h c a re Im provem ent and

In s ti tute for Sa fe Med i c a ti on Practi ce s ,a n d

repre s en t a tives of provi ders who have

i m p l em en ted error- reducing stra tegi e s .

The progra m , wh i ch is open to GNYHA

m em bers , is de s i gn ed for ch i ef exec utive

of f i cers ,m edical directors , and directors of

risk managem en t , qu a l i ty improvem en t ,

nu rs i n g, and ph a rm ac y. Regi s tra ti on is

requ i red , and regi s tra ti on materials are

being sent to GNYHA mem bers . To regi s-

ter, please call Angela Ervin at GNYHA. ■

Special Discussions: In the first gen eral ses-

s i on , wh i ch is sch edu l ed to run from 9:00

a . m . to 9:30 a.m., Ken n eth W. Ki zer, M . D. ,

M . P. H . , Pre s i dent and Ch i ef Exec utive Offi-

cer of The Na ti onal Quality Foru m , wi ll pre-

s ent a program en ti t l ed “ Reducing Med i c a l

E rrors and In c reasing Pa ti ent Sa fety: A Com-

m i tm ent to Building a Sa fer Health Ca re Sys-

tem .” As Un der Sec ret a ry for Health in the

U. S . Dep a rtm ent of Veterans Af f a i rs from

1994 to 1999, D r. Ki zer implem en ted a major

p a ti ent safety initi a tive , and curren t ly has a

l e ad role in devel oping requ i rem ents for

p a ti ent safety programs for health care fac i l i-

ties ac ross the nati on .D r. Ki zer wi ll discuss

b a rri ers and ch a ll en ges to reducing med i c a l

errors ,n ew tech n o l ogies and best practi ce s

that can dra m a ti c a lly improve pati ent safety,

and steps that all health care provi ders should

be taking now to improve pati ent safety. In

the second gen eral session ,f rom 9:30 a.m. to

10:00 a.m., t wo health care tech n o l ogy lead-

ers wi ll en ga ge in a special discussion en ti t l ed

“The Road to Con n ectivi ty: How the In ter-

n et Wi ll Ch a n ge Health Ca re in the 21st Cen-

tu ry.” Robert Di eterl e , Exec utive Vi ce Pre s i-

dent and Ch i ef Opera ting Officer, and Roger

Ho l s tei n , Exec utive Vi ce Pre s i dent of Sa l e s

and Ma rketi n g, both of Ca re In s i te , In c . , wi ll

ch a ll en ge the atten dees to think abo ut the

w ays the In tern et is tra n s forming health

c a re and what tra n s form a ti on means for

p a ti en t s ,h o s p i t a l s , nu rsing hom e s ,i n su rers ,

l a b s , and ph a rm ac i e s .

R e g i s t ra t i o n : All atten dees must pre - regi s-

ter for this event no later than Thu rs d ay,

April 6, 2 0 0 0 . The meeting is free of ch a r ge

for all GNYHA mem bers and mem bers of

the pre s s , and $175 per pers on for non m em-

bers . All Sk yline News su b s c ri bers wi ll
receive a GNYHA 2000 An nual Meeti n g
brochu re / regi s tra ti on form the week of
Ma rch 20, 2 0 0 0 . If you do not receive a reg-

i s tra ti on brochu re , con t act Adele Danahy at

G N Y H A . ■

GNYHA to Pre s ent Le adership Forum on Preven ting Med i c a ti on Errors

G overn or Pataki to Speak at GNYHA 2000 An nual Meeting co n ti nu ed from pa ge 1
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GNYHA Lobbies on Mental Health Is su e s

Long Term Ca re Me a su re Receives Bi p a rtisan Su pport in Con gre s s

On Ma rch 14, GNYHA and mem bers

of its Mental Health and Su b s t a n ce

Abuse Servi ces Com m i t tee met in

Al b a ny with State legi s l a tors ,s en i or staff f rom

the Govern or ’s of f i ce , the Sen a te Finance

Com m i t tee , and the As s em bly Ways and

Means Com m i t tee to pre s ent GNYHA’s leg-

i s l a tive agenda on mental health issues for

2 0 0 0 , as fo ll ows for each of the agenda items :

• Al i gn mental health spe cial needs plan (SNP)

ben efits with premium levels or el i m i n a te the

a u t h o ri ty for mental health spe cial need s

pl a n s .All legi s l a tors and staff were con cern ed

a bo ut the risks inherent in an inadequ a tely

f u n ded plan. GNYHA noted that similar

a pproaches to managing mental health ser-

vi ces had failed in other state s . Some legi s l a-

tors qu e s ti on ed wh et h er the mental health

SNP wo u l d , re a l i s ti c a lly, redu ce co s t s .

• Repeal the bu d get - n eu tra l i ty re q u i rem en t

s pe cific to new ou tpa ti ent mental health ser-

vi ce s .Ma ny legi s l a tors were familiar wi t h

this issu e . G N Y H A’s mem bers provi ded

examples of h ow this reg u l a ti on impede s

the ability to provide needed services.

• Su ppo rt the co n ti nu a tion ofs h a red staffing

po s i tions for cri tical mental health pro gra m s .

The Govern or ’s bu d get proposal con t a i n s

funding for on ly 66 of 215 “s h a red staff”

po s i ti on s . GNYHA mem ber hospitals get

Ef forts to pass legi s l a ti on of feri n g

assistance to families in need of long

term care servi ces were adva n ced on

Ma rch 9, 2 0 0 0 , with the Long Term Ca re

and Reti rem ent Sec u ri ty Act . The measu re ,

i n trodu ced by a bi p a rtisan group of l egi s-

l a tors in both bodies of Con gre s s , com-

bines President Clinton’s proposal to estab-

lish a $3,000 tax credit to of fs et long term

c a re ex penses incurred by indivi duals and

t h eir caregivers with two ad d i ti onal pro-

posals to en co u ra ge the purchase of priva te

l ong term care insu ra n ce . As de s c ri bed by

Senate Aging Committee Staff Director Ted

To tm a n , the measu re ,s pon s ored by Agi n g

Com m i t tee Ch a i rman Sen a tor Ch a rles E.

Gra s s l ey (R- I A ) , would of fer indivi duals an

a bove-the-line tax dedu cti on for the co s t

of qu a l i f i ed long term care insu ra n ce po l i-

cies equ iva l ent to 60% of the cost of t h e

policy upon purch a s e , phasing up to 100%

of the cost of the policy on ce an indivi du a l

has maintained four ye a rs of con ti nu o u s

covera ge . The measu re would also all ow

em p l oyers to inclu de the dedu cti on provi-

s i on in con n ecti on with long term care

policies of fered to em p l oyees thro u gh cafe-

teria plans and flex i ble spending acco u n t s .

For more inform a ti on , c a ll Scott Am rh ei n

at GNYHA. ■

Health Care Quality: The Sen a te propo s e s

$7.5 mill i on to fund initi a tives to improve

p u blic discl o su re of health care provi der per-

form a n ce measu re s ,s tren g t h en reporti n g

requ i rem en t s , and implem ent programs to

redu ce the inciden ce of m edical errors .

P rovider A s s e s s m e n t s : The As s em bly accept s

the Govern or ’s propo s ed amnesty for cert a i n

provi ders who are del i n qu ent in paying assess-

m en t s . The Sen a te modifies the Govern or ’s

proposal by ex tending the su n s et date by on e

ye a r, to Decem ber 31, 2 0 0 1 . ■

funding for 36.5 po s i ti ons and stated that

el i m i n a ting these po s i ti ons would thre a ten

c risis servi ces for the seri o u s ly men t a lly ill .

• Su ppo rt legi s l a tion to authori ze co n ti nu a ti o n

of the Co m preh en s ive Ps ych i a tric Em ergen c y

Pro grams (CPEPs ). G N Y H A’s 11 CPE Ps

provi de an important safety net for the

com mu n i ties they serve . Legi s l a ti on to

ex tend these programs is ex pected to receive

su pport . GNYHA urged ex p a n s i on of t h e

program to permit the devel opm ent of a

C PEP in Nassau Co u n ty.

• In trodu ce legi s l a tion to re s to re psych i a tric re s i-

d ent phys i cian po s i ti o n s .GNYHA argued that

the plan to redu ce psych i a tric re s i dencies in

the State hospital sys tem would be ill advi s ed

du ring the current mora torium on the cl o s-

ing of i n p a ti ent bed s . A loss of these direct

c a re provi ders would likely furt h er del ay the

tra n s fer of p a ti ents from ac ute care hospitals

to the State fac i l i ti e s .

F u t u re A c t i v i t i e s : GNYHA wi ll con ti nue to

address members’ concerns about the inad-

equ a te funding of the mental health SNP

with lawm a kers on Ma rch 21, in a joi n t

l obbying ef fort with the Coa l i ti on of Vo l-

u n t a ry Mental Health Agencies and the

Un i ted Jewish Appe a l . For a copy of

G N Y H A’s legi s l a tive agenda on men t a l

health issues, call Anita Wall at GNYHA. ■

N YS DOH Pilot Surveillance
D a t e : Wed n e sd ay, Ma rch 22, 2 0 0 0
Ti m e : 2:00 p.m.–4:00 p. m .
L o c a t i o n : GNYHA Co n feren ce Cen ter,
555 West 57th Stre et , 15th Floo r

This meeting, for GNYHA members only, will focus
on pilot surveillance that the NYS Department of
Health (DOH) is conducting, entitled “ H o s p i t a l
Hazmat Emergency Response Surveillance.”
Representatives from DOH will describe the sur-
veillance and provide GNYHA members the oppor-
tunity to participate. The purpose of the surveil-
lance is to collect information about hospital emer-
gency departments’ responses to patients injured
from exposure to hazardous substances. D O H
expects that the data will be used to assist hospi-
tals and emergency departments in planning for
future responses to such events. The pilot surveil-
lance will compile information about patient
a r r i val and injuries, hospital and emergency med-
ical response, decontamination at the scene and at
the hospital, and any secondary contamination
during treatment. For more information, call Doris
Va r l e s e, and to register, call Adele Danahy, both at
G N Y H A .

Health Care Reform Act 2000
D a t e : Fri d ay, April 7, 2 0 0 0
Ti m e : 10:00 a.m.–12 noo n
L o c a t i o n : GNYHA Co n feren ce Cen ter,
555 West 57th Stre et , 15th Floo r

This special legislative briefing is for members and
staff of the NYS Assembly and Senate from the
New York metropolitan area, the NYC Council,
and the Borough Presidents’ offices. The focus will
be mainly on the new insurance programs that
were created under HCRA 2000— Family Health
Plus (FHP), a new program that will make com-
prehensive health insurance available at no cost
to uninsured, l o w e r-income working adults;
Healthy New Yo r k , a program targeted to small
businesses and uninsured worke r s ; and the Direct
Pay Stop Loss Fund, designed to reduce premiums
for individuals who purchase insurance in the
direct pay marke t . The briefing will cover the pro-
gram criteria for FHP and Healthy New Yo r k , a s
well as the status of the new facilitated enroll-
ment process for CHP and the implementation of
the mandatory Medicaid managed care program.
For more information, call Celeste Johnson, and to
r e g i s t e r, call Adele Danahy, both at GNYHA. ■
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