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J A N U A RY 8, 20 0 1

GNYHA is hard at work prep a ri n g

for the upcoming sessions of t h e

U. S . Con gress and New York State

Legi s l a tu re by re adying its 2001 legi s l a tive

a gen d a . The 2001 agenda wi ll be su bm i t-

ted to the GNYHA Boa rd of G overn ors

for approval at the next GNYHA Boa rd

m eeti n g, on Febru a ry 1, 2 0 0 1 . As alw ays ,

G N Y H A’s agenda wi ll inclu de legi s l a tive

proposals to help its mem ber hospitals and

con ti nuing care provi ders meet the many

ch a ll en ges cre a ted by the ever- ch a n gi n g

health care marketp l ace ,i n cluding propo s-

als to help hospitals deal with an incre a s-

i n gly dire financial situ a ti on caused by man-

a ged care abu s e s ,m e a su res to en h a n ce acce s s

to health insu ra n ce for uninsu red New York-

ers ,i n i ti a tives to help hospitals and con ti n-

On Ja nu a ry 3, 2 0 0 1 , opening day for

the New York State 2001 legi s l a tive

s e s s i on ,G overn or Geor ge Pa t a k i

gave his seventh annual State of the State

ad d re s s . In his speech ,G overn or Pataki high-

l i gh ted several health care issu e s ,i n clu d i n g

expanding Child Health Plus (CHP), a ll ow-

ing the working disabl ed to keep their Med-

icaid ben ef i t s , expanding wom en’s health

ben ef i t s , requ i ring back ground ch ecks for

nu rsing home and home care em p l oyee s ,a n d

c re a ting high - tech n o l ogy “cen ters of excel-

l en ce .” G overn or Pataki pra i s ed the curren t

CHP program for insu ring 530,000 ch i l d ren

to date and ex pre s s ed en t husiasm for plans

to expand the program to cover up to 600,000

working New Yorkers . The Govern or wants

to give people with disabi l i ties an opportu n i-

ty to purchase their health insu ra n ce thro u gh

Medicaid on ce they begin work i n g. He wi ll

also make wom en’s health care a pri ori ty by

proposing to expand Medicaid el i gi bi l i ty for

the tre a tm ent of cervical and breast cancer

uing care provi ders con ti nue to retain and

a t tract the best health care pers on n el po s s i-

bl e , and proposals to help mem bers afford

the tech n o l ogy nece s s a ry to improve qu a l i ty

and to com p ly with ever more com p l ex State

and Federal reg u l a tory requ i rem en t s .

Fe d e ra l : At the Federal level , GNYHA wi ll

be working to en act legi s l a ti on to hel p

m em bers implem ent the tools nece s s a ry to

i m prove qu a l i ty and safety and to hel p

t h em com p ly with Federal requ i rem en t s

u n der the Health In su ra n ce Port a bi l i ty and

Acco u n t a bi l i ty Act . Su ch legi s l a ti on wi ll

include the creation of new grant programs

and ef forts to cre a te a Med i c a re rei m bu rs e-

m ent mechanism for inform a ti on tech n o l-

ogy acqu i s i ti on , as well as on going infor-

On Decem ber 29,2 0 0 0 , Pre s i den t - el ect

Bush announced the nom i n a ti on of

fo u r- term Wi s consin Govern or

Tom my Th om p s on as the U. S . Sec ret a ry of

Health and Human Servi ces (HHS). As gov-

ern or, Th om p s on has insti tuted a va ri ety of

health care and wel f a re reform s , s ome of

wh i ch are discussed bel ow.

Health Insura n c e : Health insu ra n ce ex p a n-

s i on has been a pri ori ty for Govern or Th om p-

s on . He pushed for gre a ter flex i bi l i ty under

Medicaid and the State Ch i l d ren’s He a l t h

In su ra n ce Program (SCHIP) to implem en t

i n n ova tive soluti ons to redu ce the ranks of

the uninsu red . Th ro u gh “Wi s consin Bad ger-

Ca re ,” G overn or Th om p s on made Wi s con s i n

one of the first states to of fer covera ge to work-

ing parents of ch i l d ren who qualify for Med-

icaid or SCHIP.As GNYHA and others devel-

oped the blu eprint for New York’s Fa m i ly

Health Plus progra m , Bad ger Ca re was vi ewed

as a model . G overn or Th om p s on has also

su pported the con troversial idea of convert-

ing Medicaid from a federal en ti t l em ent pro-

gram to a sys tem of bl ock grants to state s .

Other Health Care Issues: G overn or Th om p-

s on has ex p a n ded Wi s con s i n’s child care pro-

gra m s , f a m i ly planning progra m s , a n d

wom en’s health progra m s . With rega rd to

l ong term care issu e s ,G overn or Th om p s on

ordered more back ground ch ecks on nu rs i n g

h ome workers , ex p a n ded nu rsing hom e

GNYHA Re adies 2001 Agen d a T h om p s on
Nom i n a ted as 
HHS Sec ret a ry

G overn or Pataki Hi gh l i ghts Health Ca re Is su e s
in St a te of the St a te Ad d re s s
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The New York State Dep a rtm ent of

Health (DOH) has announced the

ava i l a bi l i ty of over $11 mill i on in

funds for sch oo l - b a s ed health cen ters

( S B H C s ) . A com peti tive Request for App l i-

c a ti ons (RFA) has been issu ed for Arti cl e

28 fac i l i ties to establish and opera te SBHCs

that wi ll provi de com preh en s ive pri m a ry

and preven tive health care to ch i l d ren and

yo uth in a sch ool set ti n g. Let ters of i n ten t

a re due on Ja nu a ry 12, 2 0 0 1 , and app l i c a-

ti ons are due on Febru a ry 9, 2 0 0 1 . Aw a rd s

are expected to be announced in May 2001.

DO H ’s current con tracts with the 157

SBHCs in New York State ex p i re on Ju n e

30,2001. The $11 million available through

this RFA wi ll provi de funding for a five -

year peri od beginning Ju ly 1, 2 0 0 1 . Th ere-

fore ,a ll curren t ly opera ting SBHCs mu s t

re - a pp ly for funding if t h ey wish to con ti n-

ue to receive su pport from the State . DO H

has set aside a porti on of this funding

s pec i f i c a lly to su pport tob acco use preven-

ti on activi ties among ado l e s cents (age s

10–19) and new dental health progra m s

for all school-age children.

According to DO H , this RFA repre s en t s

one of m a ny ef forts to cre a te a new vi s i on for

New York State’s SBHCs. In form a ti on abo ut

these other ef fort s , i n cluding initi a tives to

prom o te mental health servi ces or devel op

p a rtn erships with insti tuti ons of h i gh er

l e a rn i n g, wi ll soon be ava i l a ble from the State .

To obtain a copy of this RFA or for ad d i-

ti onal inform a ti on , con t act An n et te Jo h n s on ,

Di rector of S ch ool Health Progra m s , Bu re a u

of Child and Ado l e s cent He a l t h , at (518)

486-4966 or amj02@health.state.ny.us. ■

m a ti on sys tems edu c a ti on and tra i n i n g. In

ad d i ti on , GNYHA wi ll be working on legi s l a-

ti on to help mem ber hospitals and con ti nu-

ing care provi ders deal with pers on n el short-

a ge s , i n cluding the wors ening nu rs i n g

s h ort a ge ; su pporting Govern or Pa t a k i ’s ef fort

to sec u re the nece s s a ry Federal waivers to

i m p l em ent the Fa m i ly Health Plus progra m ;

su pporting legi s l a ti on to repeal rem a i n i n g

re s tri cti ons on the abi l i ty of i m m i gra n t s

residing lega lly in the Un i ted States to ga i n

access to health insu ra n ce covera ge ; su pport-

ing the en actm ent of HMO reform s ; and su p-

porting con ti nu ed ef forts to spare GNYHA

hospital and con ti nuing care mem bers from

f u rt h er Med i c a re and Medicaid cuts con-

t a i n ed in the Ba l a n ced Bu d get Act of 1 9 9 7 .

GNYHA wi ll also be parti c i p a ting in the

Med i c a re reform deb a te as it shapes up

t h ro u gh o ut 2001, and looks forw a rd to work-

ing with Con gress and the new Ad m i n i s tra-

ti on on legi s l a ti on to help solve the probl em

of the uninsu red .

S t a t e : In 2001, GNYHA wi ll be working wi t h

the Govern or and State Legi s l a tu re on impor-

tant measu res to help its mem bers deal wi t h

an incre a s i n gly dire financial situ a ti on ,

i n cluding measu res to rein in the abu s ive

practi ces of HMOs and other insu rers ; pro-

posals to en su re that GNYHA mem bers actu-

a lly receive funding prom i s ed by State legi s-

l a ti on on a ti m ely basis to help all evi a te

s erious cash flow probl em s ; proposals to hel p

en a ble indivi duals and families to more easi-

ly gain access to insu ra n ce under Med i c a i d ,

Child Health Plu s , and the Fa m i ly He a l t h

P lus progra m s ;m e a su res to repeal the re s tri c-

ti ons on the abi l i ty of i m m i grants to ga i n

access to Medicaid and Fa m i ly Health Plu s

covera ge ;l egi s l a ti on to provi de funding to

en a ble hospitals and con ti nuing care or ga n i-

z a ti ons to com p ly with new State requ i re-

m ents and to improve qu a l i ty and safety,

i n cluding funding for inform a ti on sys tem s ;

n ew initi a tives to help hospitals and con ti nu-

ing care mem bers retain and rec ruit the be s t

s t a f f ava i l a bl e ; and new proposals to hel p

hospitals and other provi ders who of fer

en h a n ced servi ces for prenatal care to receive

adequ a te rei m bu rs em ent in a Medicaid man-

a ged care envi ron m en t . ■

GNYHA Readies 
2001 Agenda continued from page 1

St a te Funding Ava i l a ble for 
S ch oo l - b a s ed Health Cen ters

T O W NThe Board of Directors of the Nassau Health Care Corporation has announced the

interim appointment of R i c h a rd B. Tu ra n as President and Chief Executive Officer

of Nassau University Medical Center and A . Holly Paterson Extended Care Fa c i l i t y. M r.

Turan most recently served as President and Chief Executive Officer of the Long

Island Forum for Technology (LIFT). Prior to serving at LIFT, he spent 20 years as

President and Chief Executive Officer of Briarcliffe College in Bethpage, New Yo r k . ■

On Decem ber 20, 2 0 0 0 , New York

S t a te Govern or Geor ge Pa t a k i

s i gn ed legi s l a ti on ex tending com-

mu n i ty grant programs for com bi n ed

s en i or citi zen servi ce cen ters and child day

c a re cen ters . The program was due to

ex p i re on Decem ber 31, 2 0 0 0 . S pon s ored

by Sen a tor Geor ge Maziarz (R- Lock port )

and su pported by GNYHA, S.7799 ex ten d s

the com mu n i ty grants program unti l

Decem ber 31, 2 0 0 2 . The New York State

O f f i ce of Aging was directed to devel op

pilot programs com bining sen i or citi zen

s ervi ce cen ters with child day care fac i l i-

ti e s . These proj ects have dem on s tra ted the

co s t - ef fectiveness of c re a ting inter gen era-

ti onal programs that meet cri tical soc i a l

n eeds by reducing the isolati on of s en i or

c i ti zens and providing day care servi ces in

the com mu n i ty. ■

G overn or Pataki Si gns Bi ll Exten d i n g
Com mu n i ty Grant Programs for Com bi n ed
S en i or and Child Ca re Cen ters
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s torm , and to act as a liaison bet ween the Ci ty

and the are a’s health care provi ders .G N Y H A

a s s i s ted mem bers that con t acted the GNYHA

desk at the EOC  with requ e s t s , i n clu d i n g

those for em er gency tra n s port a ti on and snow

rem oval around mem ber fac i l i ti e s , a n d

re s pon ded to Ci ty agency requests for ad d i-

ti onal ambu l a n ce servi ces in the are a . ■

GNYHA assisted mem bers du ring the

s i gnificant snows torm that hit the

a rea on Decem ber 30–31, 2 0 0 0 . As is

the case with all em er gen c i e s , GNYHA repre-

s en t a tives staffed the NYC Mayor ’s Office of

E m er gency Ma n a gem en t’s Emer gency Oper-

a ti ons Cen ter (EOC) to assist mem bers wi t h

probl ems they en co u n tered du ring the snow-

In a recent analysis of 1998 and 1999 Med-

icaid cost report s , GNYHA found that

the avera ge opera ting margin for not-

for- profit skill ed nu rsing fac i l i ties (SNFs) in

New York dec re a s ed from 0.95% in 1998 to

–0.30% in 1999, a 1.25 percen t a ge poi n t

dec re a s e . Al t h o u gh for- profit SNFs in New

York also ex peri en ced a decline in opera ti n g

m a r gins from 1998 to 1999, t h ey maintained

an avera ge opera ting margin of 6.2% in 1999.

The decline in opera ting margins in the not-

for- profit sector unders cores GNYHA’s con-

ti nuing ef forts to sec u re targeted rel i ef at the

S t a te level for “f i n a n c i a lly distre s s ed ” nu rs-

ing hom e s , and to augm ent ex i s ting Med i c-

aid ra tes to en su re that they keep pace wi t h

the increasing demands that SNFs in New

York State are fac i n g. ■

Avera ge Opera ting Ma rgins for No t - for- Prof i t
SNFs Decl i n ed in 1999

Thompson Nominated
continued from page 1

State of the State Address
continued from page 1

GNYHA Assists Mem bers During Sn ows torm

The new requ i rem ents for hospital acc red i t a-

ti on cut ac ross several key are a s : l e aders h i p

to en co u ra ge error reporting and redu cti on ,

proactive programs foc u s ed on high - ri s k

a reas to prevent errors , m a n a gem ent and

a n a lysis of i n form a ti on to iden tify risks to

p a ti en t s , and pati ent edu c a ti on and inform a-

ti on . Overa ll , the standards em ph a s i ze the

c re a ti on of an or ga n i z a ti on - wi de pati ent s a fe-

On Ja nu a ry 2, 2 0 0 1 , the Joint Com-

m i s s i on on Acc red i t a ti on of He a l t h-

c a re Orga n i z a ti ons (J C A H O )

a n n o u n ced that it had approved new stan-

d a rds for medical error redu cti on progra m s .

JCAHO Approves New St a n d a rds for Pa ti ent Safety

and su pporting a program to edu c a te wom en

a bo ut their risk of h e a rt disease. To su pport

qu a l i ty initi a tives in long term care set ti n gs ,

the Govern or wi ll propose con du cting cri m i-

nal back ground ch ecks for all nu rsing hom e

and home care em p l oyee s .F i n a lly, he pro-

poses a $1 bi ll i on high - tech fund for com-

p uter and medical re s e a rch . The initi a tive

c re a tes Cen ters of Excell en ce that wi ll inclu de

the 36 medical sch oo l s , health cen ters ,a n d

re s e a rch insti tuti ons in NYC that are devel-

oping co ll a bora tive re s e a rch proj ects that wi ll

tra n s form medicine in the futu re .G overn or

Pataki is ex pected to release his bu d get the

t h i rd week of Ja nu a ry. ■

reporting requ i rem en t s ,i n c re a s ed inve s ti ga-

ti on s , and devel oped a long term care pro-

gram foc u s ed on expanding com mu n i ty -

b a s ed servi ces and assisted living altern a tive s

for sen i ors and the disabl ed . He is con s i dered

one of the nati on’s leading advoc a tes of or ga n

don a ti on , and spe a rh e aded a proc u rem en t

program in Wi s con s i n . He also cre a ted a pro-

gram to all ow people with disabi l i ties to get

j obs wi t h o ut forfei ting govern m ent ben ef i t s , a

program that has become a nati onal model

for providing access to a coord i n a ted sys tem

of w a ivers from Med i c a i d , Med i c a re , and the

U. S . Dep a rtm ent of Housing and Urb a n

Devel opm en t ;i n ten s ive voc a ti onal reh a bi l i t a-

ti on servi ce s ; and ben efits co u n s el i n g.

As the govern or of a trad i ti on a lly Dem oc-

ra tic state , Th om p s on is ex pected to help Pre s-

i den t - el ect Bush in his ef forts to coopera te

with Dem oc ra t s . If a pproved by the Sen a te ,

G overn or Th om p s on wi ll be sworn in as HHS

Sec ret a ry in early Febru a ry. ■

.95%

–.30%

1.2%

1.0%

0.8%

0.6%

0.4%

0.2%

0.0%

–0.2%

–0.4%

19 9 8 19 9 9

S o u rc e : Residential Health Care Facility-4 Cost Reports (19 9 8 , 19 9 9 ) .

Operating Margins for Not-for-Profit SNFs in NYS

continued on page 4
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s tress that qu a l i ty is en h a n ced wh en pati en t s

a re en ga ged as partn ers in their own care . In

ad d i ti on , the standards requ i re that pati en t s

a n d , wh en appropri a te ,t h eir family mem-

bers ,a re inform ed abo ut the outcomes of

c a re ,i n cluding unanti c i p a ted outcom e s .

Root Cause Analysis Tra i n i n g : JCAHO indi-

c a tes that con du cting root cause analyses and

con du cting proactive risk redu cti on activi ti e s

a re among the ways that an insti tuti on may

dem on s tra te com p l i a n ce with the JCAHO’s

n ew pati ent safety and medical error redu c-

ti on standard s . As part of G N Y H A’s on goi n g

com m i tm ent to assist its mem bers with thei r

qu a l i ty improvem ent and medical error

redu cti on ef fort s , GNYHA is providing its

m em bers with indivi du a l i zed on - s i te tra i n i n g

in con du cting root cause analysis of advers e

occ u rren ce s . To date , a significant nu m ber of

GNYHA mem bers have sign ed up for the

tra i n i n g, wh i ch is de s i gn ed to te ach staff h ow

to con du ct and doc u m ent te a m - b a s ed roo t

cause analys i s ,i den tify and eva lu a te the cau-

s a ti on of adverse even t s , and in tu rn iden ti f y

and eva lu a te va rious approaches to perfor-

m a n ce and sys tems improvem en t . Root cause

a n a lysis focuses pri m a ri ly on sys tems and

proce s s e s , not indivi dual perform a n ce , and is

de s i gn ed to iden tify ways ,t h ro u gh a proce s s

of probing and ad d ressing the roots of prob-

l em s , to prevent the rec u rren ce of adverse or

s en ti n el even t s . ■

ty program with acco u n t a bi l i ty ve s ted in the

h o s p i t a l ’s leaders h i p. The standards do not

requ i re hospitals to establish new stru ctu re s

or of f i ces to redu ce medical errors , but man-

d a te the integra ti on of ex i s ting pati ent safety

ef fort s . The standards also spec i f i c a lly note

the import a n ce of c re a ting an envi ron m en t

that en co u ra ges error reporting while mini-

mizing indivi dual blame or retri buti on .

The standards for managem ent of i n for-

m a ti on call for hospitals to aggrega te pati en t

s a fety – rel a ted data and inform a ti on to iden ti-

fy risk to pati en t s , and com mu n i c a te to all

c a regivers the or ga n i z a ti on’s goals and proce-

du res to improve or ga n i z a ti onal perform a n ce .

In terms of p a ti ent edu c a ti on , the standard s

Government Affairs Forum
Special Guest: NYS Assemblyman Richard N. Gottfried,
Chairman,NYS Assembly Health Committee
Day: Fri d ay, Ja nu a ry 12, 2 0 0 1
Time: 9:00 a.m.–11:00 a.m.
Location: GNYHA Boa rd Roo m , 555 West 57th Stre et , 15th Floo r

New York State Assemblyman Richard N. Gottfried,Chairman of the New
York State Assembly Health Committee, will address the GNYHA
Government Affairs Forum and provide critical insights on the health care
issues that the New York State Legislature is likely to address in the 2001
session. The GNYHA Government Affairs Forum,which meets monthly, is
open to all GNYHA members and is geared specifically for member CEOs,
government relations officers, and community affairs representatives. For
more information,or to become a member of the Government Affairs Forum,
please contact Carol Kevel at (212) 506-5430.In February, the Government
Affairs Forum’s special guest will be the Chairman of the State Senate
Health Committee, Senator Kemp Hannon.

NYS OMH 2001-02 Executive Budget Proposal 
Date: Wed n e sd ay, Ja nu a ry 24, 2 0 0 1
Time: 10:00 a.m.–12:00 noo n
Location: GNYHA Co n feren ce Cen ter, 555 West 57th Stre et , 15th Floo r

The NYS Office of Mental Health (OMH) will provide a briefing for GNYHA’s
members on the new 2001–02 Executive Budget Proposal for mental health

services. The briefing will include an update on the rollout of OMH’s new ini-

tiatives for adult and children’s mental health services and will provide an

opportunity for GNYHA members to pursue issues related to hospital-based

mental health services, delivery of case management services, school-based

services, and other issues raised with OMH Commissioner James Stone at

GNYHA’s Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services Committee December

meeting.Sharon Carpinello, Ph.D.,Executive Deputy Commissioner, and

Linda Rosenberg,Senior Deputy Commissioner, will represent OMH at the

briefing,and will be accompanied by OMH staff from the State and New

York City offices. For more information,call Patricia O’Brien at GNYHA. To

register, call Barbara Marino at GNYHA.

Billing Medicare Part B for Non-Physician Practitioners
Day: Tu e sd ay, Ja nu a ry 30, 2 0 0 1

Time: 10:00 a.m.–12:00 noo n

Location: GNYHA Co n feren ce Cen ter, 555 West 57th Stre et , 15th Floor 

This member briefing will cover Medicare Part B billing and reimbursement

rules and regulations for non-physician practitioners in a hospital setting,

including Medicare billing for services provided by nurse practitioners, p h y s i-

cian assistants, clinical nurse specialists, and psychologists. For more informa-

t i o n , contact Stewart Presser at GNYHA. To register, call Barbara Marino at

G N Y H A . ■

Upcoming GNYHA Briefings

JCAHO Approves New Standards for Patient Safety continued from page 3

House GOP Names Thomas as Ways and Means Chair
On Ja nu a ry 4, 2 0 0 1 , House Rep u bl i c a n s

s el ected new ch a i rm en for the 107th Con-

gre s s . Sen a te leaders have not yet dec i ded

h ow to run the even ly divi ded ch a m ber.

The House GOP announced the ch a n ges as

a result of self-imposed term limits in 1995.

O f i n terest to the health care com mu n i ty is

the new chair of the Ways and Means Com-

m i t tee , Con gressman Bi ll Th omas (R- C A ) .

Th omas previ o u s ly ch a i red the Ways and

Means Health Su bcom m i t tee , wh i ch has

jurisdiction over Medicare Part A and other

health care issu e s . Th omas won the battle

for the ch a i rmanship over more sen i or

Con gressman Phil Crane (R- I L ) . G N Y H A

has learn ed that Con gre s s woman Na n c y

Jo h n s on (R- C T) wi ll become the He a l t h

Subcommittee chair. ■


