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MONTEFIORE EINSTEIN CENTER FOR CANCER CARE RECEIVES HIGHEST
LEVEL OF COMMENDATION FROM COMMISSION ON CANCER
Montefiore among Elite Group in U.S. To Receive CoC’s Outstanding Achievement Award
NEW YORK CITY, NY (August 10, 2012) – The Commission on Cancer (CoC) of the
American College of Surgeons (ACoS) has granted its Outstanding Achievement Award to
Montefiore Einstein Center for Cancer Care in New York City. The Center is among a select
group of 106 cancer programs across the U.S. to receive this recognition and has also been
granted Three-Year Accreditation with Commendation by the
CoC.
“We are very proud to receive this important seal of approval from
the Commission on Cancer,” said Steven K. Libutti, MD, Vice
Chairman of Surgery and Director, Montefiore Einstein Center for
Cancer Care. “Cancer treatment spans the breadth and depth of
Montefiore, including our three adult campuses and our children’s
hospital. It takes an extraordinary team to deliver the high level
of multidisciplinary,
comprehensive care that is provided here. The CoC’s recognition
confirms the quality of care and dedication that we provide every
day for our patients.”
Established in 2004, the CoC Outstanding Achievement Award is
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providing quality care to cancer patients. The award is granted to
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improvement. The level of compliance with the seven standards is
determined during an on-site evaluation by a physician surveyor. In addition, facilities must
receive a compliance rating for the remaining 29 cancer program standards.
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“The program activities examined during the Commission on Cancer survey process touch on all
facets of cancer care. The knowledge that our program not only meets but exceeds commission
standards speaks to our team’s expertise at every level, “ said Richard V. Smith, MD, Vice
Chairman, Otorhinolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery, Director of the Head and Neck
Cancer Program, and Chairman of Montefiore’s Cancer Committee. “We are proud to receive
this affirmation, and to have the ability to provide our patients with the high quality care they
deserve.”
Outstanding Achievement Awards Earned by 106 Cancer Programs in U.S.
The 106 programs that received the Outstanding Achievement Award represent approximately
22 percent of programs surveyed during 2011. A majority of recipients are community-based
facilities; however, teaching hospitals, NCI-designated Comprehensive Cancer Centers, VA
hospitals and Network Cancer Programs also received the award.
The Accreditation Program, a component of the CoC, sets quality-of-care standards for cancer
programs and reviews the programs to ensure they conform to those standards. Accreditation by
the CoC is given only to the facilities that have voluntarily committed to providing the highest
level of quality cancer care and that undergo a rigorous evaluation process and review of their
performance. To maintain accreditation, facilities with CoC-accredited cancer programs must
undergo an on-site review every three years.
There are currently more than 1,500 CoC-accredited cancer programs in the U.S. and Puerto
Rico, representing 30 percent of all hospitals. CoC-accredited facilities diagnose and/or treat
more than 70 percent of all newly diagnosed cancer patients each year.
For more information about the Commission on Cancer, visit www.facs.org/cancer/index.html .
About Montefiore Einstein Center for Cancer Care
Bringing together international experts with the latest technologies and pioneering research,
Montefiore Einstein Center for Cancer Care, in collaboration with the National Cancer Institutedesignated Albert Einstein Cancer Center, advances the front lines of prevention, diagnosis and
treatment of rare and common cancers. With leading treatment programs in breast, lung,
colorectal, urologic, endocrine, pediatric, head and neck, liver, neurological, gastrointestinal
gynecological cancer and melanoma, our multidisciplinary teams work together to provide each
patient with the most effective, holistic, individualized care in a patient-centered environment.
The Center for Cancer Care offers advanced treatments including minimally invasive and robotic
surgeries and is the first facility in the Northeast to offer three types of “regional” chemotherapy
treatments along with targeted therapies, immunotherapies and radiotherapies using the most
advanced positioning technologies that zero in on tumors and protect healthy tissue.
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